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Prayer Requests Thrivent Financial

There will be no on-site worship, Bible classes, social or
fellowship activities, etc., at Grace until further notice.

Sunday Worship services are posted on Saturday at 5:00 p.m. Go
to https://www.gracelutheran.faith/ and click on a link in the green
box on the home page. This link will take you to a recorded worship
service, at Grace, led by Pastor Jenn. It includes the weekly texts, as
well as a homily. 
 
While Pastor Jenn and Lisa Rubin will be in the office during the week,
members are still being asked not to visit the church office but to
continue to call or email instead during this time.

Letter from The Pastor
A Thank You and an Update

Hi! Pastor Jenn here. I am hoping that you are
all doing well. As of the end of June, I am not
aware of anyone in our congregation being
diagnosed with COVID-19. I am so very
grateful for that, and I pray that you are using
every means and taking every precaution

available to protect not only yourself, but others, from this disease. I know



that staying home when possible and wearing masks and social distancing
when out in public areas is not always easy or comfortable. But they are
the right ways to show love of neighbor and care for one another.

I also want to take a moment to thank you all for your continued generosity
toward Grace and our mission. So many of you have been able to remain
faithful to your financial commitment to Grace and to God, and we are so
grateful. It means that we are able to continue to cover our regular
expenses, as well as offer our own benevolence to our Synod Office and
to the ELCA. The work of Christ’s church continues, steadfastly, even in
this time of challenge and change. And you are part of the reason it can.
For those among us who are struggling in these days, for whatever
reason, please know that Grace and her members are here for you.
Please feel free to contact the church office if you are in need of anything,
and we will do our best to respond to those needs. Jesus tells us that
whoever is in need is our neighbor. If you are a neighbor in need, or know
someone who is, please let us help.

Finally, an update. Many folks have called, concerned because their
checks have not cleared the bank in the timely manner to which we have
become accustomed. Please know that we are, indeed, receiving your
benevolence. In an abundance of caution, we are having the counters
come in only once a month, at the end of the month, in order to decrease
interaction. Our counters stay distanced, wear masks, and do all the
counting for the previous month on one day. Therefore, it is possible that a
check you send to us early in the month may not get counted until the end
of the month.

There is a secure safe in the office where all of your checks and/or cash
are placed until the day of counting. Access to that safe is closely
monitored. Please know that your offerings to Grace, to the programs we
support, and to the larger church are carefully handled. We do understand
you wanting to ensure that your gifts are received by the church. We
appreciate your diligence, and promise that we will be just as diligent in the
receipt of these gifts.

As always, if you have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the
church office (877-5423).

Peace be with you!

Grace Graduates

Congratulations to the following Grace
members who achieved an educational goal
in 2020.

Mary Allen has completed 8th grade at Cobb
Middle School with very high marks
throughout her time there. She initiated her
own application to the magnet program at
Cobb and was accepted. She loves to draw
and is an exceptionally gifted artist. She will be in 9th grade at Leon High



school next year! She is a member of the youth group at GLC.

Dylan Burch, grandson of Brent Kallestad and Kathy Van Loo and son of
Blair Kallestad. Dylan was baptized and confirmed at Grace and graduated
from Lincoln High School. His future plans are unclear although TCC is a
possibility.

Tyra Buehner graduated from Louisiana State University with a B.S. in
Kinesiology and a Psychology minor. She will be attending Oklahoma
State University this fall to pursue a Master’s degree in Exercise
Physiology.

Oliver Jabobs graduated from Magnolia School with many awards and
accomplishments including winning county, state and nationwide writing
contests. In addition, he earned numerous Thespians awards including
“Best in Show in Duet Acting” of his original play “Bugs are the Future”
about food sustainability which he performed in Orlando in front of an
audience of over 4,000. He is also an accomplished citizen scientist and
earned scholarships from FSU’s bio marine lab for studying marine biology
and oceanography as well as being an active volunteer in the Coastal
Plains Institute Newt Repatriation effort. Oliver will be attending Sail High
School in the fall. Included is a link to Oliver growing up at his
school: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nzq5CzecRVY

Mara Eichin graduated Summa Cum Laude with her Bachelor’s degree in
performance from the University of North Florida on May 1, 2020. She has
one more semester this fall to complete her Bachelor’s in Music Education
and then another semester in the spring, where she will be awarded her
Master’s degree in Music Education. She currently teaches private lessons
and worked for Duval County Schools in the after school enrichment
program teaching strings.

Roxie Moore, daughter of Roger Moore and granddaughter of Frieda
Hutchinson, graduated first in her class from Tulsa Welding School in
Tulsa, Oklahoma in April. She is now a professional welder.

Avery Tangen graduated Summa Cum Laude from Florida High
School. She was a member of the Varsity swim team and was Secretary of
the National Honor Society, National Social Studies Honor Society (Rho
Kappa) and the National Mathematics Honor Society (Mu Alpha
Theta). Avery will be attending Florida State University this fall in its honors
program.

Congratulations to other members of our youth group who graduated from
eighth grade,Namour McGovern de Freitas and Josh Vanderhoof.

Pictured below are Oliver Jacobs, Mara Eichen, Tyra Buehner, Avery
Tangen and Dylan Burch.



A Creative Way to Connect over Bible
Study

Our TexTalk Bible Study Group has been
meeting on Zoom and we continue to enjoy
both the conversation and the insight shared
among our group. Even if you’ve never used
Zoom before, we’d love to have you join us!
It’s easy to get started and if you need

assistance, we can help you! Contact the church office for more
information!

We will continue to meet on Zoom as usual during the month of July, and
then, in August, we will take a hiatus. However, TexTalk will resume in
September - and we will determine at that time whether it will be in person



or continue via Zoom.

If you plan to participate in one of these Zoom TexTalk events, please let
the church office know. A link will be sent to you for the weekly online
meeting. There is also a handout for the class that Pastor Jenn will forward
to you when she receives your RSVP.

Submit Video of Your Music at Home

During our current hiatus from performing at
the church, we are looking for Musical
Offerings. We have seen many faces
already and are looking for more!  

We want to include you in worship. This is a
great opportunity to be present in the
service, whether it be voice, piano, flute,
violin, guitar, cello, drums, you name it!  You
are important and we want to include you.

Simply record yourself or a family member from your cell phone and email
it to Anthony at windkeys@gmail.com. Include a little information about the
piece so we can tell everyone about it. 

Help Needed with Recording the Worship Service

While everyone has enjoyed our online services over the last
few months, provided by Denise Wetzel, it would be nice to
have a group of people to share the "recording duties".

We are seeking a volunteer to get the weekly services on
YouTube, which are recorded on Thursday afternoons. The
volunteer would not need to do anything more than press
"record", unless they have skills and would like to do more --
which would be great!

To volunteer to be a part of this effort, please email the
church office at graceluthch@earthlink.net.

CONTINUE WITH LITTLE THINGS TO SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY

Grace Lutheran Church collects Boxtops for Education. Those little
coupons on cereal boxes and soup cans are collected for Aucilla Christian
Academy. We ask that you keep your collection going at home until such
time as we are able to worship together again in person. If you have any
questions contact Abi Hudson.



Since the program started in 1996, over $900 million have been collected
for school supplies in classrooms around the country

Grace Lutheran Church is known as the "Tuna
Church" for Manna on Meridian.

Even during the "Stay at Home," time, Grace
Lutheran continues to support this effort as over
200 cans of tuna were collected for the April

distribution. Members have been diligent to bring cans of tuna to the
church to leave them outside of the office. Monetary donations should be
made out to Grace Lutheran Church with Manna on Meridian written on
the memo line and mailed to the church. Clothing donations are no longer
being accepted until further notice.

To volunteer for the third Saturday of the month distribution date at Faith
Presbyterian Church, please contact Kris-Tena Albers (850) 566-3635 or
kris.albers@yahoo.com or Burt Von Hoff (850) 508-7793 or
bkvonhoff@comcast.net

Grace Lutheran Church collects Pull Tabs from
Cans. Pry those pull tabs from your beverage
cans and other canned goods, like vegetables and
pet food and bring them to church. We ask that
you keep your collection going at home until such
time as we are able to worship together again in
person. They will then be delivered to the Ronald
McDonald House.

July 1
Thomas Allen

July 2
Wendy Akin

July 8
Buddy Jacobs

July 9
Abi Hudson, Karen Suchman

July 12
Ed Moyer

July 13
Benjamin Jacobs

July 17
Kimberly Jahn

July 18
Brandon Haverlah

July 23
Geofrey Lugakingira

July 27
Daryl Barowicz, Evan Rodenberg

July 31
Avery Heller



Upcoming Fellowship Events

The Corona Virus has certainly put the kibosh
on any Fellowship activities for a while. The
following dates/activities are listed on the
upcoming Church event calendar. Please share
with the Fellowship Committee your feedback
as to dates, events, etc. 

Currently, September 6 is tentatively scheduled
as being the first Sunday worshiping at church.

October 11: Oktoberfest
October 24: Trunk or Treat
November 7: 737 Party
November 26: Thanksgiving service and Feast
February 7: Chili Cook-off or Super Bowl Party
February 14: Valentine's day - Spaghetti Supper
Mardi Gras Party: (Holy week is March 28 - April 4)

Some other suggestions have included:
Bowling, Movie nights, Game night - in conjunction with the youth, Tailgate
in the parking lot.

Share any other ideas with the Fellowship Committee Chair, Mary Grant,
at grantmlcic@hotmail.com.

Have a topic to share for August, 2020 Grace
Notes? Feel free to send Nick Gandy an email at
ngandyman@yahoo.com. I look forward to seeing
you all again soon.


