
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Service of Holy Communion  
 

Grace Lutheran Church ~ ELCA 
 

June 13, 2021 
 

 



2 

 

 

Good morning & Welcome to Grace! 
Our mission is to invite and welcome all 

to the fellowship of Christ in service to our community. 
 

This is a house of praise and prayer, of worship and rejoicing!  
We are glad you are with us for worship today, as we continue to live in the 

hope of new life that is ours in Christ Jesus. 
 

We offer a special welcome to our guests, and to all those  
who are joining us remotely through Vimeo or on YouTube. 

  

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP AT GRACE! Each week, prior to the reading of scripture, 
a special Children’s Message is offered for our young ones. While we are not having the 
children come forward at this time, we will still include it in the service. 
  

YOUR BULLETIN contains the worship service in its entirety, and your parts are printed in 
bold type.  
 

YOU WILL NOTICE that we currently do not have any hymns included in the service. However, 
music is still an important part of our service! Please, enjoy listening to these musical 
offerings. However, for the health and safety of everyone in attendance, we do ask that you 
refrain from singing along. Thank you.  
 

IN THANKSGIVING TO GOD FOR THE SAVING GRACE SHOWN TO US IN THE LIFE, DEATH AND 

RESURRECTION OF CHRIST, WE CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION EACH WEEK. 
All are welcome at the Table. For those with us in person, please pick up your communion 
elements from the table in the Narthex. Please grab a plastic bag with enough wafers for 
each person in your seating group (they are labeled) and one cup per person in your seating 
group. So, if there are three people in your seating group, you would take one bag with three 
wafers in it and one cup for each person, for a total of three. Gluten free wafers and cups of 
juice are also on the table and marked separately for those who need them. 
 

FOR THOSE PARTICIPATING FROM HOME, please have a small glass of wine or juice and a 
small piece of bread available for all who are planning to commune. When we come to the 
Meal portion of the service, please follow along on the screen or in the bulletin. We will go 
through the Great Thanksgiving and the prayers and, after the Lord’s Prayer, all will be 
invited to commune in unison – at Grace, and at home. We are grateful that we can 
celebrate together this very important part of our Christian worship service. 
 

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS about our worship service - generally or specifically in this time of 
pandemic - about Baptism or Communion, about what Lutherans believe, or even about 
Grace Lutheran Church, please do not hesitate to reach out to our pastor. 

Again, welcome to worship! 
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GATHERING ~ The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
 

 
PRELUDE                        “We Walk By Faith”                                       ELW 635 
  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the God 

of mercy. Amen 
 

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. Silence is kept 
for reflection. 
 

God, our provider, help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We 
question your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at 
your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen 
 

Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. 

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ 

the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant 
life. Amen 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit, be with you all. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into 
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in 
need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING                  “What a Beautiful Name”                      Hillsong Worship 

 

WORD ~ God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song.   
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
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FIRST READING                 Ezekiel 17:22-24 
 

Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the LORD will choose someone 
from Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be 
planted on Mount Zion, the location of the holy temple. 
 
22Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will 
set it out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself will 
plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 23On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in 
order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it 
every kind of bird will live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every 
kind. 24All the trees of the field shall know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I 
make high the low tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD 
have spoken; I will accomplish it. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 92:1-4, 12-15 (Read responsively: Plain font: women; Bold font: men). 
 
1It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 
2to herald your love in the morning and your faithfulness at night; 
3on the psaltery, and on the lyre, and to the melody of the harp. 
4For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; 
 and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. 
12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree,  
 and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 
13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD  
 shall flourish in the courts of our God; 
14they shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be green and succulent; 
15that they may show how upright the LORD is,  
 my rock, in whom there is no injustice. 
 

SECOND READING                   Second Corinthians 5:6-17 
 

Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus 
from a human perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was 
raised. All who are in Christ are now in God’s new creation. 
 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the 
body we are away from the Lord – 7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have 
confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So 
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must 
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for 
what has been done in the body, whether good or evil.  
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11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves 
are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. 
12We are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast 
about us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance 
and not in the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right 
mind, it is for you. 14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that 
one has died for all; therefore, all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live 
might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 
 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though 
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 
17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 
everything has become new! 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (James 1:21) 
 

Alleluia. Welcome with meekness the implanted word 
that has the power to save your souls. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL                             Mark 4:26-34 

 

The holy gospel according to Saint Mark, the fourth chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and 
understand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom. 
 
26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 
ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, 
he does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then 
the full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, 
because the harvest has come.” 
 
30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we 
use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest 
of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of 
all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in 
its shade.” 
 
33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he 
did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his 
disciples. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON (a moment of silent reflection follows the sermon) 
 

THE CREED ~ Let us affirm our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION ~ We pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 

Let us come before the triune God in prayer. (A brief silence) 
 

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so that the 
good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the depths 
of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants, restore growth to places 
suffering drought, and move us to be careful and loving stewards of all your blessings. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power, here at home and around 
the world. Grant them the ability to regard all those they are called to serve with humility, 
no matter what differences or divisions may exist between them. May they be moved to 
truly dedicate their lives to the service of others. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to those who 
call on you. Bless all who suffer in any way, especially people trapped in cycles of 
poverty, addiction, homelessness and abuse. And today we remember all those who are 
struggling with their faith, those on our church prayer list, and everyone we lift up to you 
in our hearts (pause for reflection). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. Even as we continue to be creative 
in the ways we share music, we give thanks and pray for our church musicians, Jackson, 
Johnny and Leslie. We dedicate to you the joyful noise that comes from this place; the 
cries of children, the melody of voice and instruments, and the songs of our hearts. Help 
us to sing your praise in the everyday moments of our lives. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
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Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home with you. 
We remember especially those most dear to us, and this week, we pause to remember 
the Emanuel Nine: Pastor Clementa C. Pinckney, Cynthia Marie Graham Hurd, Susie 
Jackson, Ethel Lee Lance, DePayne Middleton-Doctor, Tywanza Sanders, Pastor Daniel 
Lee Simmons, Sharonda Coleman-Singleton, and Myra Thompson. Even as we reflect 
inwardly at the reality of sin in our midst, we are comforted by the hope of your grace 
and mercy, and the promise of new life that is ours in you. With all your saints, including 
these nine faithful martyrs, we look forward to the day when we are reunited in your new 
creation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. Amen. 
 

MEAL ~ God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.    
 

OFFERING  
 

This is normally the place in the service where we would collect the offering. We give 
thanks for your spirit of generosity and prayerfully ask that – if at all possible – you 
continue to be faithful to your financial commitment to Grace. Thank you again. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING      “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”            Arr. Bill Wolaver 
 

OFFERING PRAYER (Those moved to do so may stand.) 
 

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to 
the feast of plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in 
this meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
Amen 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 
to us the way of everlasting life. 
 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Amen 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE & THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

Holy God, our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer, in the harmonious world of your creation, 
the plants and animals, the seas and stars were whole and well in your praise.  
 

When sin had scarred the world, you sent your Son to heal our ills and to form us again 
into one. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing, his body given up, and his victory over 
death, we await that day when all the peoples of the earth will come to the river to enjoy 
the tree of life.  
 

Send your Spirit upon us and this meal: as grains scattered on the hillside become one 
bread, so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth, that all may be fed 
with the Bread of life, your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your 
holy Church, both now and forever.  Amen 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come!  
Amen 
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COMMUNION – This is the Body and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you. 
 

At this time, all are invited to partake of the Bread and Cup in place. Please hang on to 
your cup and the bag – there will be a bin for you to dispose of these items as you leave 
the service. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING                 “As the Grains of Wheat”                                  ELW 465 
 

During this short musical offering, you are invited to observe a moment of silent reflection 
on the gift of the Sacrament. Please remain in your seats. Thank you. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION (Once all have received the meal) 
 

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. As 
you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own 
life. In your name we pray. Amen 
 

SENDING ~ God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.  
 

BLESSING  
 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon 

you now and forever. Amen 
 

DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

We Will! Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE                    “Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word!”                       ELW 663 

 

The Emanuel Nine were martyred on June 17, 2015 during Bible study and prayer at the 
Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church (Also known as Mother Emanuel) in 
Charleston, South Carolina. 
 
MINISTERS: All the people of God 
PASTOR: The Rev. Jennifer M. Kopacz – pastorjenn@rocketmail.com   PASTOR’S CELL PHONE: 850-800-7197 
CHURCH OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: Lisa D. Rubin – graceluthch@earthlink.net  OFFICE PHONE: 850-877-5423 
READER: Tina Frese 
MUSIC PROGRAM COORDINATOR: Leslie Heffner – heffnerl@gmail.com 
ORGANIST / PIANIST: Johnny Shaw, IV – jfs18e@my.fsu.edu          GUITARIST / SONG LEADER: Jackson Englund 
USHERS: Bob Becker, George Ohlin, Frank Piepmeier 
A/V TEAM: Joy Becker, Nick Gandy, Mary Grant, Leslie Heffner, Denise Wetzel. 

 
 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SBWA002819. New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 
permission. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 

mailto:pastorjenn@rocketmail.com
mailto:graceluthch@earthlink.net
mailto:heffnerl@gmail.com
mailto:jfs18e@my.fsu.edu
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2919 Miccosukee Road, Tallahassee, FL 32308 
www.gracelutheran.faith 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

If You Need Assistance or Information, please contact the church office by phone (850-877-5423) 
or email (graceluthch@earthlink.net). If you need immediate pastoral care assistance, please 
contact Pastor Jenn on her cell at 850-800-7197. Thanks! 
 

Deadline for Announcements - Please email announcements to Lisa Rubin in the church office 
at graceluthch@earthlink.net by 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday morning. 
 

The Chancel Flowers this week are given in joyful celebration of Olene Nelson’s 97th birthday!  
 

TexTalk by Zoom meets each Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. The link is sent each week. We’d love to see 
you there! 
 

Grace Notes Newsletter Deadline is the 20th of the month prior to publication month. Please send 
submissions to Grace Notes Editor, Nick Gandy, at ngandyman@yahoo.com. Thank you! 
 

Be sure to ‘Like’ us on Facebook, to follow our postings and live steams. You’ll find us 
at: www.facebook.com/mygracelutherantally/ or search for us from your Facebook account by placing 
“Grace Lutheran Church, Tallahassee” in the search bar. 
 

The Fellowship Committee is Busy Planning Some Fun Things in the coming months, including a 
themed “737 Trip to Australia” and Oktoberfest. In addition, they would like to have a social Zoom call 
on June 27, sort of a Zoom Fellowship Hour, for anyone who would like to participate. Time TBD. And 
finally, a Fellowship event with artistic leanings – a Rock Painting Activity.  We would paint them and 
then spread them around Tallahassee. It’s fun, and yet another way to get Grace’s name out there. If 
you’re interested in any of these events – especially if you want to help plan for Australia or Oktoberfest 
– please contact Mary Grant either by email grantmlcic@hotmail.com or at (609) 602-0155.  
 
We Have Need of Volunteers!  
 

In Worship: 
We need some folks to help us out with running our technical equipment during our services. If this is 
of interest to you, please contact Leslie Heffner (heffnerl@gmail.com) to be put on a list for tech 
volunteers. She will be training individuals who would like to volunteer at the tech desk during the 
service. 
 

As Offering Counters: 
If you are interested, or if you have questions, please contact Peggy Stevens 
(peggysFL64@gmail.com), Ken Davis (ken.davis@mail.com) or Beverly Davis (beverly@jackson-
davis.com). We plan to count twice per month, the day of week/time will be determined if Sunday after 
worship is not optimal for the counting group. Our goal is to have enough volunteers to be able to rotate 
4 groups of three people. 
 

mailto:graceluthch@earthlink.net
mailto:ngandyman@yahoo.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mf2SRl7LGz1pR3TLpza_byG5BIsaqBFKzbDHp8f_sZS_NZVl0Ex2rhu2pR5ioJwCMH4nZCcMYDe5RrMl1Wp4wiqdgSaaxda0I7keiaPB9lTZmL2GqbfCRQ3j5t11rvRGagW_qh8zYQVUg2BFw768P6iBZY4AB6IAOYYwtNl1J9rJfJVHzb5LqQ==&c=WVBD682wKBVcRbr1Bf8RV9ft9sKqrDcr9huOtv5ZHgtyzNuPlkBWzw==&ch=akFmoVCXVJ57hO1vcYRUHYO76N1V_RhQs14x7cM7SBe2wV5aiXpFuA==
mailto:grantmlcic@hotmail.com
mailto:heffnerl@gmail.com
mailto:peggysFL64@gmail.com
mailto:ken.davis@mail.com
mailto:beverly@jackson-davis.com
mailto:beverly@jackson-davis.com
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At Manna on Meridian: 
Grace is the lead church for June! Volunteers are needed for the distribution day on Saturday, June 
19. Please consider coming out and representing Grace like never before. Masks required; recipients 
remain in cars while volunteers place groceries in cars’ trunks. 3 to 5 volunteers arriving between 7:00-
8:00 a.m. to help set up tables would be FANTASTIC, and of course, more are welcome. We 
usually wrap up around 10:00 a.m. If you would like to HELP, please email kris.albers@yahoo.com.  
  

You can also support Manna through your prayers and monetary donations, as well as through 
continued donations of tuna. Thank you for your faithful support of this ministry. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

This week at Grace, please remember in prayer: 
 

AJ and Ginny; the father of Elisa Casey; Becca; Lori Beckley; Chris Szymanski; Ellen Wendt; 
Kay Barrow; Jackie Sweat; Joe Westmeyer; Mallory Wharton; Carey Loveland; Miss Louise 
Price; Judy Smith; Mike Bussell; Ed Mellon; Reed Kallestad; Riley Littlefield; Jennifer Taylor; 
Joe Aubert; Kathy Bolling; Nancy Adams; Bill Owen; Buddy Jacobs; Bill Halpine; Rochelle 
Steinlauf; Gwen Carriere & her loved ones; Kevin Robinson; Jackie Barksdale; Joe McRory; 
Maria Eckard; Trevor Rogers; Lisa, Jessica, Bridget; Anita and Ralph Braun; Jim and Wendy 
Akin; Jim and Nancy Banks; Pastor Jenn and Rob; Dan and Irene Poole, and family; Gordon 
Evans and family; Lindsey and family; Adrie Belcher, her daughters, Bailey & Paisley, and 
Adrie's half-brother, Jacob; the people of Grace Lutheran Church and our Congregational 
Council;  Saint Stephen Lutheran Church and Pastor Tom Holdcraft; the Florida-Bahamas 
Synod and our Bishop, Pedro Suarez; the ELCA and our Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton. 
 
Please also lift up: 
 

All the nations of the world and their leaders, that your wisdom, justice and peace may guide 
their actions. victims of gun violence and the families of those who have been killed; victims of 
hate crimes. 
 

The families in mourning for loved ones lost to COVID-19, in the United States and 
worldwide; all those currently dealing with this disease; medical professionals and first 
responders who risk their safety for the sake of others; all those involved in creating and 
distributing the vaccines.   
 

The homeless and the hungry; military personnel and their families; those who are incarcerated, 
and are unable to have visitors, go to chapel, or participate in healthy social interaction; healing 
and answers for all those with chronic pain, disease process or illness; all those whose needs 
are known only to God. 
 

If you would like to have someone included on the prayer list, please contact Lisa in the 
Church Office (graceluthch@earthlink.net or 850-877-5423) or our Prayer Team Leaders, 
Tina Frese: (freset@comcast.net) or Erik Robinson (robinsoe@flcourts.org). 
 

If you have a need, or if you know someone who does, please let the church office know! 
We are a community in Christ, and we are here to support, love and serve one another. 

mailto:kris.albers@yahoo.com
mailto:graceluthch@earthlink.net
mailto:freset@comcast.net
mailto:robinsoe@flcourts.org

