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Good morning & Welcome to Grace! 
 

Our mission is to invite and welcome all 

to the fellowship of Christ in service to our community. 
 

We are glad you are with us for worship today, on this Sunday 

as we remember and commit to the Reformation of the church, 

and as we celebrate with Levi Ewald as he affirms his faith. 

 

We offer a special welcome to our guests, and to all those 

who are joining us remotely through Facebook Live or on YouTube. 
 

THIS IS A HOUSE OF PRAISE AND PRAYER, OF WORSHIP AND REJOICING. If you have a prayer request 

or a thanksgiving, you may send it to the Church Office, and it will be added to the published list (if 

you desire) and also forwarded to our Prayer Team. Contact info for the office is at the back of the 

bulletin. Thanks! 
 

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP AT GRACE! Each week, prior to the reading of scripture, a 

special Children’s Message is offered for our young ones. While we are not having the children come 

forward at this time, we will still include it in the service. 
 

YOUR BULLETIN contains the worship service in its entirety. You will notice that we currently do not 

have any hymns included in the service. There is still a Prelude and Postlude, as well as instrumental 

music. For the time being, we will not be singing as a congregation. However, as much as possible, we 

will try to have at least one pre-recorded vocal performance each week. We kindly ask that, if you 

know the song, you refrain from singing along. We realize many among you love music, and it is 

something you miss from worship. However, we ask this for the health and safety of everyone in 

attendance. Thank you. 
 

ONCE AGAIN TODAY, WE ARE PLEASED TO CELEBRATE THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION. 

For those with us in person, you will see that each chair has a small, plastic container of wine or juice 

(as you selected when you registered) and there is a plastic bag on one of the seats with a wafer inside 

for each person in your group. If you asked for a gluten free wafer, it will be in its own bag and will be 

marked as “GF”. For those participating from home, please have a small glass of wine or juice and a 

small piece of bread available for all who are planning to commune. When we come to the Meal 

portion of the service, please follow along on the screen or in the bulletin. We will go through the Great 

Thanksgiving and the prayers and, after the Lord’s Prayer, all will be invited to commune in unison – 

at Grace, and at home. We will review this process again as we get to that portion of the service. Please 

be patient as we attempt to bring back this very important part of our Christian worship service. 
 

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS about our worship service - generally or specifically in this time of pandemic 

- about Baptism or Communion, about what Lutherans believe, or even about Grace Lutheran Church, 

please do not hesitate to reach out to our pastor. 
 

Again, welcome to worship! 
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GATHERING ~ The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
Bold type = Assembly 

 

PRELUDE                                   ‘Joyous Prelude’                               Edward Broughton 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Those moved to do so may stand.  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let 

us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your 

Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led 

your people Israel from slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and 

anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word, you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of 

new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, 

grace, and love. 
 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

now and forever. Amen 
 

Almighty God, who gives us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit and forgives us all our 

sins, strengthen us in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep us in eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray, 
 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in 

every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your 

word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the 

gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING               ‘A Joyful Ring’ ~ Grace Bell Ringers              Barbara B. Kinyon 
 

WORD ~ God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  

 

FIRST READING                   JEREMIAH 31:31-34 
 

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people 

to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and 

needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive 

iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house 

of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 

ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that 

they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will 

make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, 

and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No 

longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all 

know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, 

and remember their sin no more. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING                                     ROMANS 3:19-28 
 

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation 

leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are 

brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s 

death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus 

Christ. 
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 

every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no 
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human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law 

comes the knowledge of sin. 
 
21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the 

law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 

believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 
24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He 

did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 

previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that 

he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.  
 
27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by 

the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by 

the law. 
 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Spoken in unison) 
 

Those moved to do so may stand.  
 

Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL                                 JOHN 8:31-36 
 

The holy gospel according to Saint John, the 8th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the 

truth that sets people free from sin. 
 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered 

him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you 

mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”  
 
34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The 

slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So 

if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON ~ We encounter the living word of God in preaching. 
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM FOR LEVI JOSEPH EWALD 
 

Presentation  
 

Pastor: At this time, I invite Levi Joseph Ewald to rise. 
 

Burt Von Hoff: I present Levi Ewald, who desires to make public affirmation of his baptism. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

Merciful God, we thank you for our brother Levi, whom you have made your own by water and 

the Word in baptism. You have called him to yourself, enlightened him with the gifts of your 

Spirit, and nourished him in the community of faith. Uphold your servant in the gifts and 

promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask 

this in the name of Christ. Amen 
 

Levi’s Confirmation Verse:  

“Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them.”  Psalm 111:2 
 

Profession of Faith  
 

The assembly may join in the responses. 
 

Pastor: Levi, I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 

the church. 
 

Pastor: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  I renounce them. 

 

Pastor: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?  I renounce them. 

 

Pastor: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?   I renounce them. 
 

The minister addresses the assembly & those making affirmation: 
 

Pastor: Do you believe in God the Father? 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 

All: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 
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Pastor: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 

All: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

Affirmation 
 

Pastor: Levi, you have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 

covenant God made with you in holy Baptism: 
 

• to live among God’s faithful people, 

• to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper,  

• to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,  

• to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

• and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
 

If so, please respond: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

The minister addresses the assembly. 
 

Pastor: People of God, do you promise to support our brother Levi and pray for him in his life 

in Christ? 
 

If so, please respond: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, 

cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 
 

The parents and family may lay hands on the confirmands head as the minister says: 
 

Pastor: Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in Levi the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm 

his faith, guide his life, empower him in his serving, give him patience in suffering, and bring 

him to everlasting life. Amen 
 

The confirmand faces the assembly.  
 

Charlie Ewald: Let us rejoice with this brother in Christ. 
 

All: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to 

God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  
 

We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
 

Each petition ends, Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

MEAL ~ God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.     
 

OFFERING  
 

This is normally the place in the service where we would collect the offering. We understand 

that this pandemic is making many people uneasy, and that finances are a concern for some 

among us. We ask that you please remember that our expenses continue, as well, even while we 

are practicing social distancing; that we still have bills to pay and the day to day costs of 

running a church to cover. We humbly and prayerfully ask that – if at all possible – you 

continue to be faithful to your financial commitment to Grace.  
 

For those who are physically present in our worship space today, we ask that your offerings be 

placed in the plates at the back of the church either on your way into the service, or on your 

way out (please do not get up in the middle of the service, as we are trying to limit movement). 

For those who are participating from home, we ask that benevolence be mailed to the church 

office (the address is on the back page of the bulletin).  
 

MUSICAL OFFERING                           ‘On Eagles’ Wings’                                 Arr. Mark Hayes 
 

Those moved to do so may stand.  
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 

overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 

everlasting life.  
 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 

highest. Amen 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 

gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his 

coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.  
 

By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in hunger and 

want, and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 

Church, both now and forever. Amen 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

This is the Body and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you. Amen 
 

COMMUNION 
  

At this time, all are invited to partake of the Bread and Cup in place. Please hang on to your 

cup and the bag – there will be a bin for you to dispose of these items as you leave the service. 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING                             ‘The Love of God’                           Arr. Ross James Root 
 

During this short musical offering, you are invited to observe a moment of silent reflection on 

the gift of the Sacrament.  Please remain in your seats. Thank you. 
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Once all have received the meal: 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

We give you thanks, gracious God, that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 

the body and blood of Christ. Lead us from this Meal, nourished and forgiven, into your 

beloved vineyard to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, guided by the example of 

the same Jesus Christ and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen 
 

SENDING ~ God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.   
 

BLESSING  
 

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that which 

is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 

afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

DISMISSAL ~ Please wait for an usher to dismiss you from your seats. Thank you! 
 

Go in peace, remember the poor. We will. Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE                                                      ‘I Love to Tell the Story’                                              ELW #661 
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2919 Miccosukee Road, Tallahassee, FL 32308 

www.gracelutheran.faith 
 

MINISTERS: All the people of God 

PASTOR: The Rev. Jennifer M. Kopacz ~ pastorjenn@rocketmail.com 

PASTOR’S CELL PHONE: 850-800-7197 

CHURCH OFFICE PHONE: 850-877-5423 

CHURCH OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: Lisa D. Rubin ~ graceluthch@earthlink.net 

READER: Lance Peterson 

MUSIC PROGRAM COORDINATOR: Leslie Heffner – heffnerl@gmail.com 

ORGANIST / PIANIST: Johnny Shaw, IV 

USHERS: Bob Becker, George Ohlin, Frank Piepmeier 

A/V MANAGER: Joy Becker 
 

This week at Grace, please remember in prayer:  
  

Levi Ewald, and all who affirm their faith today; Father Josef Dronsek and all priests assigned to the Co-

Cathedral of St. Nicholas in Slovakia, all of whom are COVID positive, as well as the village of Hromos, 

Slovakia, where more than 500 people have tested positive for COVID, including Father Josef’s elderly 

parents; Susan Breon, Matt Hall, Riley Littlefield, Buz Elden, Mary Eichen, Teresa Wooten, Cathy Dumler, 

Chris Szymanski, Sandra White, Susan Brafford, Robyn O’Leary, Theresa Hollar, Gwen Carriere, Bill 

Owen, Grant Gandy, Trevor Rogers, Gail Jeffrey, Pastor Bob Schaefer, Maria Eckard, Jerry Wennlund, 

Christopher Rosser, Joe/Jane McRory, Sallie Robinson, Kevin Robinson, Jackie Barksdale, Marilyn Price, 

Dan Poole, Irene Poole, Bridget, Laura, Jose, Jessica; David and Mary Grant; DJ and Kathy Hartley; Pastor 

Jenn and Rob; Pastor Marianne and her husband, Carl; John, Jenifer and children; Lisa Conti, her husband, 

Tommy Seal, and, their son, Dane Conti Seal; Ken and Joyce Staib and baby Mason; the family of A. J. 

Koski; the Cropp family; the Dinsmore family; St. Stephen Lutheran Church and Pastor Tom Holdcraft; the 

Florida-Bahamas Synod and our Bishop, Pedro Suarez; the ELCA and our Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth 

Eaton.  
 

Please also lift up: 
 

Those impacted by Hurricane Delta, especially in the Yucatan Peninsula, Texas, Mississippi, and 

Louisiana; President Trump and First Lady Melania Trump, as well as all the current and former White 

House staff members who have recently been diagnosed with COVID-19; Jill and Joe Biden, Kamala 

Harris and Douglas Emhoff, their family and staff; military personnel and families; all first responders; 

relief from the wildfires in the West; firefighters in California and the West; those recovering from 

hurricanes; the linemen helping with hurricane recovery; all those suffering with chronic pain; the homeless 

and the hungry; all those who have lost their jobs; all those who face eviction; all those who are facing 

anxiety; all victims, researchers, and medical personnel affected by the Covid 19 virus, especially those on 

the front line; Grace Lutheran as we face the Covid 19 virus.  
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