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Letter from The Pastor
As I write this, on the morning of November 30th, I
know that this is really late. It should have been
submitted a while back. But there was just so much
going on this past month, so much to do, that I just
got behind on my ‘To Do List”. And what I am
realizing (again) as I write this, is that December will
not be much better.

We have Advent Midweek services, and a day set aside to decorate the
church (Saturday, December 7th, beginning at 9am). We have Sunday
worship, as well as Christmas Music Sunday. And we haven’t even gotten to
Christmas Eve. In the midst of all of that, I also have to finish my shopping, get
the presents in the mail and attend a few holiday parties.

This is a hectic and busy time of year, the run-up to the Christmas holiday.
And the last thing we may be thinking about in our stewardship. Because
right now all of our “To Do” lists are overflowing; “our dance card is full” so to
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speak; our time is precious. Besides, we just had the Stewardship campaign
a month ago or so, right?

Why do we need to think, talk and ponder about this issue once again?
Besides, isn’t December the month in which churches tend to receive the
most in donations? It may feel like this is one thing you absolutely DON’T
have to worry about this time of year!

The truth is, yes, December tends to be a very good month for churches.
People who only come on Christmas and Easter often give when they are
here. People who are visiting our congregation from out of town or out of
state, will often give. The wonderful people of our congregation may feel
moved to be extra generous in their giving at this time of year. And some
people wait for the big holidays to make their donation at all.

But what that means, is that the rest of the year is often spent playing “catch-
up”. We’ll be blessed with the giving from December, absolutely. But some of
the money that we might call “extra” is going to go to cover some of the bills
and expenses that have occurred from June – November. If we don’t get
enough in earlier in the year, we have to dip into our savings.

In order to be able to cover these same kind of expenses in the future, we
have to “repay” ourselves when we can. Build that savings account safety net
back up. While those expenses will not take up all of your generous
donations, once December is over, and we go back to our regular giving
patterns, it won’t take long until we’ve gone through the rest. In January
families are often paying off our Christmas expenses, and it’s usually not as
good a month for benevolence. And smaller, everyday expenses can build up
if we don’t get to them quickly.

So, I come to you, right off of our Thanksgiving holiday, right as we move into
this time of anticipation and hope, to ask you to prayerfully consider
something over this next month. Is it possible for you to commit to giving $2
more each week, beginning January 5th (or before if you wish)? If 100 people
(individuals or families) gave $2 more per week, we could raise $4,400 by
the end of May – the end of our fiscal year. That money could help cover
supplies for our Christian Education classes; cover the costs of some of our
property maintenance; provide outreach materials or pay to advertise a
service or event; help with website costs; provide things we need for our
Fellowship Events; or even pay for a guest musicians in worship.

I know that it feels like we just got done asking you for your stewardship (in all
honesty, we did) and if you cannot give any more than you are, please know
that we understand. Or if $2 more a week is too much, we welcome any
amount you feel called to offer. We are so grateful that this congregation is so
generous in giving. If you already increased your pledge this fall, please know
how much we appreciate that. We do not come to you, asking for your
support, because we have no money. It is because we want this money to
last. We want to continue to do the good work we are so proud of; to serve
people in our community, in our country, and throughout creation; to be God’s
hands and feet in this world. To continue to spread the “Good News of Great
Joy” that was declared on that holy night when our Savior was born.

We come into this season of Advent, ready to welcome the Christ child into
our hearts, our homes, our lives, once again. Let us not only be open to
receiving, but also to giving.



May your Advent be full of the hope and peace of Christ Jesus, our Lord, 
  

2019 Advent Calendar - December, 2019

Save the Dates!
 
This Sunday, December 1st is the commencement of a new Church Year, as
well as the first Sunday in Advent. As we journey through these four weeks,
and prepare our hearts to welcome the Christ child at Christmas - and to
anticipate his promised coming again at the end of the age.

We have much going on in our congregation and our community. Please see
below for exciting information on events, activities and special worship
opportunities during the month of December.
 

Advent Midweek Services will be held on December 4th, 11th and
18th at 7pm. As we move through the season of Advent, we take
intentional time to prepare our hearts for the coming of the Lord. You
are invited to join us each Wednesday for a short service of Evening
Prayer, singing and a reflection. 
Decorating Day is scheduled for Saturday, December 7th, beginning
at 9 a.m. We'll put up the Holiday Trees, the angels (inside and out) and
the other touches that help make the anticipation of the birth of Christ a
little more tangible. 
December 15th we will have regular worship at 8:15 a.m. and at 10:30
a.m. the Chancel Choir will present its Christmas Music
Sunday. Sunday school will be held at 9:30 a.m., as usual. 
December 24th, we will celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord with two
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services, at 5:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. 
December 29th, the First Sunday of Christmas, we will host a
service of Lessons and Carols at 9:30 a.m. Since it is also the fifth
Sunday of the month, we will have our Healing Service that day, as
well. Please note that there is only one worship service this week and
no Sunday school.

 

Order Christmas Poinsettias byOrder Christmas Poinsettias by
December 1December 1

Christmas Poinsettias are available to order.
Final opportunity is December 1 and the sign-
up sheet is in the lobby. 

They lovely red flowers are $7.50 each and will
be available for pick up after the last worship
service on December 24.

If any questions, call or text Karen Suchman,



727-215-3546.

The New Church Directories Will Be Here Soon!

Grace Members are are invited to participate in our upcoming professional
photography sessions, with photos to be included in an upcoming Church
Directory.

Photography dates are being scheduled for December 9-11, 2019 from 1:00
- 8:00 p.m.

To schedule your appointment, click the Lifetouch link

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b2tnpgyy/ 

If all dates are filled, please join the waiting list. If it fills up again and you are
not able to register, placing your name on the waiting list will help determine
the next steps such as adding another day. Other options will also be
available. Call Mary Grant for futher assistance @ 609-602-0155.

There is no sitting fee and each family will receive a complimentary 8x10
photo with the opportunity to purchase additional portraits with discounts.
First responders, military personnel, and seniors over 60 will receive an
additional 20% discount.

Hosts are also needed during the photo shoot dates. Signup for a time slot in
the Fellowship Hall. Hosts welcome the individual, couple or family to ask
them to fill out a "Lifetouch Welcomes You," card which is kept in sequential
order.

Gifts for Sharing God's Blessings

Browse through over 30 local, national
and international agencies, (including
Lutheran Social Services North Florida)
ministries serving the homeless, the
hungry, the imprisoned, the poor, and
those in need.

The Alternative Christmas Market will set up booths in John Wesley's
Fellowship Hall, December 7 and 8, interpreting their ministries for the larger
community. The services they provide to our neighbors in need will be
represented on a price list to help shoppers match a gift with that someone
special on their Christmas list.

https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/b2tnpgyy/


For example: Uncle John is the go-to guy in the family when anyone needs
a helping hand. Why not honor him with a gift of a week's home maintenance
through Lutheran Social Services or lumber for a raised bed through
Damayan's Garden Project?

Gifts may be chosen from any of the agencies participating and recorded on
a shopping list. Beautiful, fair-traded handicrafts and tangible gifts supporting
the agencies in the market are also available for purchase in our card and
craft shop and the proceeds contribute to supporting the agencies' missions.
When you're finished shopping, you write one check and then proceed to the
calligraphy station to have your gift cards hand-lettered, ready for you to put
under your tree or mail to the recipient. It couldn't be easier or more in
keeping with the season!

It all happens in the John Wesley United Methodist Church Fellowship
Hall at 1689 Old St. Augustine Rd., Tallahassee

December 7 - 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
December 8 - 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Suggested donation: one canned food item or a roll of toilet paper.

LITTLE THINGS TO SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY

Grace Lutheran Church collects Boxtops for Education. Those little
coupons on cereal boxes and soup cans are collected for Aucilla Christian
Academy. Please place them in the red box on the table in the Fellowship
Hall. If you have any questions see Abi Hudson.

Since the program started in 1996, over $900 million have been collected for
school supplies in classrooms around the country

Grace Lutheran Church is known as the "Tuna
Church" for Manna on Meridian. This requires 400
cans monthly! Please place tuna in the basket in the
Fellowship Hall. Monetary donations should be
made out to Grace Lutheran Church with Manna on

Meridian written on the memo line and placed in the offering basket or mailed
to the church.

To volunteer for the third Saturday of the month distribution date at Faith
Presbyterian Church, please contact Kris-Tena Albers (850) 566-3635 or
kris.albers@yahoo.com or Burt Von Hoff (850) 508-7793 or
bkvonhoff@comcast.net

Grace Lutheran Church collects Pull Tabs from Cans. Pry those pull



tabs from your beverage cans and other canned goods, like vegetables and
pet food and bring them to church. There's a drop off box in the Fellowship
Hall to be given to the Ronald McDonald House.

Although the whole aluminum can is valuable, the tab is cleaner and smaller,
making it easier to collect in large quantities than whole cans. The tab of a
standard soda can is made of high quality, high-grade aluminum. 

Spend the Afternoon with Santa at Grace!

The Grace Youth Group will host a special Santa
Event, on Saturday, December 14th, from 1:00 to
4:00 p.m.

Parents can drop off children for the event to get
their picture with Santa, read some Christmas
stories, decorate cookies, and create some
Holiday crafts.

The youth group is seeking commitments for
assistance at the event to gauge a capacity level
of children to invite. Also needed are people
certified in CPR/first aid or have a

background ground in nursing.

Youth Ministries are also offering boxed Christmas cards and 2020
calendars for sale for $8 each after each service for the next couple of
weeks.

Contact Charlene or Joe Jennings at glcyouthleaders@yahoo.com for more
information. 

The Education Committee Needs Your Help

As we make plans for the new year, we are, once again in need of assistants
for the K-6 Sunday School Class. The class is held between the services and
meets upstairs at 9:30 a.m. No planning is involved on your part, just show up
to assist Abi Hudson, the lead teacher.  

Many thanks to all those who served during the fall. Please feel free to sign up
again and choose as many Sundays as you would like! Many thanks for
helping us bring the gospel to our youngest members.

If questions please contact Education Chairperson Linda Wolters at 850-
443-8216 or landowaltzes@gmail.com.



8:15 a.m. Worship, 9:30 a.m. Sunday School, and 10:30 a.m. Worship 

If you are unable to assist on your designated date or if you notice a
scheduling error, please make arrangements to switch with another
assistant. If you would like the change listed in the bulletin, please notify the
church office. If the bulletin has not been printed, we will be happy to list the
change for you.

ALTAR GUILD: Judy & Don Blancett             
ASSISTING MINISTERS: (E) TBA (L) Sharon Piepmeier     
LAY READERS: (E) Brian Ewald (L) Randi Buehner                   
GREETERS: (E) Rosalie Shupe (L) Kathy Sanguinet, Peggy Schneider   
USHERS: (E) Ken & Beverly Davis (L) Brent Kallestad & Kathy Van Loo,
Gerald Kurtz    
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: (E) Stacey Fleming-Weeks, Mary Grant  
(L) Bob & Joy Becker, Don & Judy Blancett, Priscilla Craw, Paul Schneider
OFFERING COUNTERS: Jon & Linda Ahlquist, Randi Buehner        
REFRESHMENTS: See signup sheet is in the fellowship hall.

DECEMBER 8, 2019
ALTAR GUILD: Adele Dewar               
ASSISTING MINISTERS: (E) Mary Eichin (L) Daryl Barowicz     
LAY READERS: (E) Stacey Fleming-Weeks (L) Elisa Casey                    
GREETERS: (E) Melinda Young (L) Kathy Van Loo, Linda Wolters   
USHERS: (E) Sue Homant, Paula Slade (L) Jim & Debra Nelsen, George
Ohlin  
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: (E) Janet McPherson, Karen Suchman   
(L) Stacey Fleming-Weeks, Tina Frese, Nick Gandy, Dean & Kathy Gatzlaff,
Priscilla Heidorn
OFFERING COUNTERS: Dave & Mary Grant, George Ohlin       
REFRESHMENTS: See signup sheet is in the fellowship hall.

DECEMBER 15, 2019
ALTAR GUILD: Adele Dewar              
ASSISTING MINISTERS: (E) Mary Eichin (L) Sharon Piepmeier     
LAY READERS: (E) Mary Grant (L) Kris-Tena Albers
GREETERS: (E) Sandra Schorr (L) 2 volunteers needed
USHERS: (E) Karen Suchman, Burt Von Hoff (L) Daryl Barowicz, Frank
Piepmeier, Kathy Sanguinet
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: (E) Lynne Winston, Melinda Young  
(L) Janet McPherson, Jim & Debra Nelsen, Sharon Piepmeier, Paul
Schneider, Kristin Tangen 
OFFERING COUNTERS: Daryl Barowicz, Paul & Peggy Schneider       
REFRESHMENTS: See signup sheet is in the fellowship hall.
 
DECEMBER 22, 2019
ALTAR GUILD: Kathy Van Loo              
ASSISTING MINISTERS: (E) TBA (L) TBA     
LAY READERS: (E) Janet McPherson (L) Tina Frese                    
GREETERS: (E) (Rosalie Shupe (L) Bob & Joy Becker 
USHERS: (E) David Brown, Sue Homant (L) Elisa Casey, George Ohlin,
Denise Wetzel    
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: (E) Burt & Kathy Von Hoff  



(L) Kathy Van Loo, Linda Wolters, Don & Judy Blancett, Randi Buehner,
Priscilla Craw
OFFERING COUNTERS: Jim & Debra Nelsen, 1 TBA        
REFRESHMENTS: See signup sheet is in the fellowship hall.

DECEMBER 29, 2019 – Only one service at 9:30 a.m.
ALTAR GUILD: Kathy Van Loo               
ASSISTING MINISTER: Sharon Piepmeier      
LAY READER: Sandra Schorr                       
GREETERS: Priscilla Craw, Melinda Young      
USHERS: Ken & Beverly Davis, Brent Kallestad & Kathy Van Loo     
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS: Bob & Joy Becker, Nick Gandy, Dean &
Kathy Gatzlaff, Priscilla Heidorn    
OFFERING COUNTERS: Jon & Linda Ahlquist, 1 TBA        
REFRESHMENTS: See signup sheet is in the fellowship hall. 

Monday, December 2
Craft Day, 1:00 - 8:30 p.m. Drop in for an hour or for the whole
time.

Tuesday, December 3
TextTalk with Pastor Jenn, 1:00-2:30 p.m., Conference Room in the
Church Office.

Wednesday, December 4
Advent Wednesday Service, 7:00-7:30 p.m.

Thursday, December 5
Quilting group for Lutheran World Relief quilts, 1:30 - 4:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 7
Violin and Violo Studio Recitals by students of Miriam Tellechea and
Caroline Holden, 2:45 p.m.
 
Sunday, December 8
12th Annual Holiday Harmony Concert, featuring The Capital
Chordsmen and The Barbershop Ladies of Tallahassee, 3:00 p.m.

Monday, December 9
Lifetouch Church Directory Photo Appointments, 1:00-8:00 p.m.

Tuesday, December 10
Lifetouch Church Directory Photo Appointments, 1:00-8:00 p.m.

Wednesday, December 11
Lifetouch Church Directory Photo Appointments, 1:00-8:00 p.m.
Advent Wednesday Service, 7:00-7:30 p.m.



Sunday, December 15
Stewardship Committee Meeting, 11:45 a.m.
Music Lessons Express Winter Recital with Elementary, Middle and
High School students of Ben Lougheed, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Monday, December 16
Men’s Ministry Meeting Brown Bag Lunch, 11:44 a.m., Fellowship
Hall

Tuesday, December 17
TextTalk with Pastor Jenn, 1:00-2:30 p.m., Conference Room in the
Church Office.

Wednesday, December 18
Women’s Wednesday Lunch, 11:45 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Advent Wednesday Service, 7:00-7:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 21
Manna On Meridian Distribution Day, 8:00 - 10:00 a.m., Faith
Presbyterian Church

Sunday, December 22
Harbor Chase Assisted Living worship service, 2:00 p.m., Harbor
Chase Assisted Living,

Tuesday, December 24
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services, 5:00 p.m. & 8:00 p.m.

December 1
Randi Buehner, Sarah Brown Wells

December 6
Joy James

December 8
Aubrey Tangen

December 9
Don Monda

December 12
Steve Szypula, Ella Westbooks

December 13
Susan Wessner

December 14
Sarah Patterson

December 18
Nancy Schiellerd

December 19
Teresa Wooten

December 23
David Brown

December 25
Thomas Ewald

December 27
Thomas Campbell, Jacqueline
Curtis

December 28
John Adams, Avery Tangen

December 29



December 15
Linda Wolters

Joshua Monda, Owen Rodenberg

December 30
Karen Hoy

Save the Date
Youth Group Trip to Rock the Universe at Universal Studios, January 24-25,
2020.

Youth Group Trio to Camp Lutherock, February 14-17, 2020.

Lutheran Social Services of North Florida (LSSNF) Presents Young Actors
Theater Benefit Performance of Matilda. Sunday, March 29, 7:30 p.m. For
sponsorship opportunities, contact LSSNF at (850) 575-4309 or
info@lssnf.org.

Have a topic to share for January, 2020 Grace
Notes? Feel free to send me, Nick Gandy, an
email at ngandyman@yahoo.com. You can also
catch me after the late service in the Fellowship
Hall. See you next month!


