
23RD
  SUNDAY 

AFTER PENTECOST 
  

Grace Lutheran Church ~ ELCA  

November 17, 2019 

  

Good morning & Welcome to Grace! 
  

Our mission is to invite and welcome all to the fellowship of Christ 

in service to our community. 
     

WE ARE GLAD YOU ARE WITH US FOR WORSHIP THIS MORNING. 
  

WE ASK THAT EVERYONE – or every family - fill out the information card you received 

from the ushers. Thanks! 
  

CHILDREN ARE WELCOME IN WORSHIP AT GRACE! Each week, prior to the reading of 

scripture, a special Children’s Message is offered for our young ones. Adults are 

welcome to accompany any little ones who are shy or nervous. Grace also provides a 

nursery for families to use with children age 6 or younger.  
  

YOUR BULLETIN contains the worship service in its entirety, with the exception of 

hymns. Your hymnal, the ELW, is located beneath your seat and hymns are at the back 

of the book.  
 

IN THANKSGIVING FOR GOD’S FREE GIFT OF GRACE TO US IN JESUS CHRIST, WE 

CELEBRATE THE EUCHARIST EACH WEEK. Communion is served continuously, with 

rows dismissed by ushers. We ask that you come down the center aisle and return via 

the side aisles. More information is provided in the “MEAL” section of your bulletin. 

 

AT GRACE, ALL ARE WELCOME TO PARTAKE OF THE MEAL. Communion is one of two 

Sacraments in the Lutheran church, the other being Baptism. If you have questions about 

our worship service, about Baptism or Communion, about what Lutherans believe, or 

even about Grace Lutheran Church, please do not hesitate to reach out to our pastor. 
   

Again, welcome to worship! 
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GATHERING ~ The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
*those moved to do so may stand 

 

PRELUDE ~ “Le Chant Interieur”                            D.P. Benoit 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, healer of our every ill, source of unending 

mercy. Amen 
  

Embraced in enduring grace and good hope, let us turn again to God, confessing the truth 

about ourselves.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Merciful God, 

we come before you, beloved but broken. We have not always treated others as we 

would want them to treat us. We have not always called out injustice and abuse. 

We have not always been kind to ourselves. We have not always taken care of the 

world we share with other living creatures. Remind us of who we are, beloved 

children bathed in your love. Renew us by your Spirit to live as your holy people, 

bringing healing to the brokenness around us. Amen 
 

At every moment you are held in existence by the love of God, renewed by the Spirit 

within and among you, and made alive again in Christ. Receive this assurance in Jesus’ 

name: you are ☩ forgiven and freed to live for the healing of the world. Amen 
 

*GATHERING SONG ~ “On Jordan’s Stormy Bank I Stand”                          ELW #437 
 

*GREETING  
 

Beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace, mercy and peace be with you all.  

And also with you. 
 

*KYRIE 
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*CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing 

is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may 

live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. Amen 
 

WORD ~ God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.   
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
  

FIRST READING                                                                          MALACHI 4:1-2A 
  
1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers 

will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it 

will leave them neither root nor branch. 2aBut for you who revere my name the sun of 

righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.  

 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 98 (Read responsively) 
  

       1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

 2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
 5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 

  with the harp and the voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 
 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 

  the world and those who dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge  

        the earth. 
 9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 

  and the peoples with equity.  

 

SECOND READING                 SECOND THESSALONIANS 3:6-13 
 
6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away 

from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they 

received from us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not 

idle when we were with you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; 

but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 
9This was not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to 

imitate. 10For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone 

unwilling to work should not eat. 11For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, 

mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12Now such persons we command and exhort in 

the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. 13Brothers 

and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 

 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (we invite all who are able, to stand) 

  

*GOSPEL:                                                                                          LUKE 21:5-19 
 

The holy gospel according to Saint Luke, the 21st chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones 

and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these things that you see, the days will 

come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.”            

  7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is 

about to take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will 

come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them.  

  9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must 

take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10Then he said to them, “Nation 

will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, 

and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great 

signs from heaven.  
      

  12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand 

you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors 

because of my name. 13This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So make up your 

minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 15for I will give you words and a wisdom 

that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16You will be 

betrayed even by parents and brothers and sisters, by relatives and friends; and they will 

put some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all because of my name. 18But not a 

hair of your head will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
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SERMON ~ Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY ~ “Canticle of the Turning”                       ELW #723 

 

*CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he 

rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 
 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION & THE PEACE  
  

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God. The assembly responds: Your mercy is great. 

After the prayers, those assembled greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM (10:30 A.M.)  
 

MEAL ~ God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.    
 

OFFERTORY (8:15 A.M.) ~ Kenneth Johnson, Trombone 

OFFERTORY (10:30 A.M.) ~ “Oceans”     Matt Warrington, Guitar  Hillsong United 
  

*OFFERING PRAYER  
   

Let us pray.  
     

God our creator, you give us all we are, all we have, all we bring, and all we need. 

Draw us together around your table with all your saints on earth and in your 

eternal home. Let us eat and drink your promise of new life, that we might be your 

promise to the world, spoken in Jesus’ name. Amen 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.  
  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

The presiding minister continues with the preface of the day:  
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give  

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened 

to us the way of everlasting life. 
 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: surrounded by evil and bordered by 

death we appeal to you, our Sovereign, our Wisdom, and our Judge. We praise you for 

Christ, who proclaimed your reign of peace and promised an end to injustice and harm. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Remembering, therefore, the sacrifice of his life and death and the victory of his 

resurrection, we await with all the saints his loving redemption of our suffering world. 

 

Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine and on all who share in the body and 

blood of your Son: teach us your mercy and justice, and make all things new in Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your 

holy Church, both now and forever. Amen 

 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER  
  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory, forever and ever. Amen  
 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  

God keeps adding places to the table. Come to the banquet that has no end! Amen  
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A WORD ABOUT THE MEAL: 
  

All are welcome at the Table. Please note that the large Chalice contains wine, and you 

may either dip your wafer into the Cup (intinction) or drink directly from it. The trays 

hold small, prefilled glasses – red is wine, white is juice. Gluten free wafers are available 

– simply inform the pastor of your preference and they will offer you the dish from which 

you may take our own wafer. 
 

We invite anyone who does not commune to come forward for a blessing. If mobility is 

an issue, please let an usher know, and we will bring communion to you at your seat. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

    

COMMUNION HYMNS ~ “My Lord, What a Morning”                                   ELW #438 

                                             ~ “Goodness is Stronger Than Evil” (sung twice)      ELW #721  

 

*BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION  
  

The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen 

 

 

 



12 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
  

Let us pray.  
  

We thank you, God our host, for inviting us here to taste the future when you will feed 

all the hungry at your table. Keep this hope alive in us and in our communities, so that 

we might bring hope to a suffering world, in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen 

 

SENDING ~ God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.    
 

*BENEDICTION  
  

Signed and sealed by the Holy Spirit, you are Christ’s message of love for this troubled 

world. May our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, who loved us and through grace 

gave us the hope of new life, ☩ comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good 

work and word. Amen 
 

*SENDING SONG ~ “Soon and Very Soon”                                    ELW #439 
 

*DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Set your hope on Christ.  

We will! Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE ~ “Voluntary VIII”                 J. Stanley 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MINISTERS: All the people of God 

PASTOR: Rev. Jennifer M. Kopacz ~ pastorjenn@rocketmail.com 

PASTOR’S CELL PHONE: 850-800-7197 

CHURCH OFFICE PHONE: 850-877-5423 

CHURCH OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: Lisa D. Rubin ~ graceluthch@earthlink.net 

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC: Anthony Warrington ~ windkeys@gmail.com 

CHANCEL CHOIR DIRECTOR: Leslie Heffner ~ heffnerl@gmail.com 

Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB131861.  

mailto:pastorjenn@rocketmail.com
mailto:graceluthch@earthlink.net
mailto:windkeys@gmail.com
mailto:heffnerl@gmail.com

