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Good morning & Welcome to Grace! 

   

Our mission is to invite and welcome all  

to the fellowship of Christ in service to our community. 
 

We are glad you are with us for worship today, on this First Sunday of Christmas 

– and we offer a special welcome to anyone worshipping with us for the first time.  
 

As we gather together – though we are not face to face – we give thanks for the 

Word made flesh; for the word of God in scripture; and for the gift of song.  

For the carols of praise and thanksgiving that we can sing to God,  

come to us in the person of Jesus Christ, our Messiah and Lord. 
 

THIS IS A HOUSE OF PRAISE AND PRAYER, OF WORSHIP AND REJOICING. If you 

have a prayer request or a thanksgiving, you may send it to the Church Office, and 

it will be added to the published list (if you desire) and also forwarded to our Prayer 

Team. Contact info for the office is at the back of the bulletin. Thanks! 
   

YOUR BULLETIN contains the worship service in its entirety. You will notice that 

today, hymns are (joyfully!) included in the service. While you will not hear the 

voices of everyone who has joined us for worship, you will hear the instrumental 

music and the voices of the worship leaders. We invite and encourage you to JOIN 

US in singing! Out loud! With all your heart and soul! With joy and gratitude for 

the gift of hope that is ours in Christ Jesus. We know that it has been hard not to 

sing, and we hope you will use this opportunity to praise God with a joyful noise!  
  

TODAY, WE HAVE MADE DELIBERATE AND PRAYERFUL DECISIONS that allow us 

to sing together (even while apart). As part of that, we have also prayerfully and 

deliberately opted to fast from the sacrament of Holy Communion. We will resume 

celebrating the Meal with next week’s service, and look forward to that with great 

joy. 
 

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS about our worship service - generally or specifically in 

this time of pandemic - about Baptism or Communion, about what Lutherans 

believe, or even about Grace Lutheran Church, please do not hesitate to reach out to 

our pastor. 

Again, welcome to worship! 
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GATHERING ~ The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.  
Bold type = Assembly 

 

PRELUDE                                        ‘Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella’             arr. Hugh Livingston, Jr. 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OPENING CAROL:                    ‘Angels, From the Realms of Glory’ - ELW 275 
 

DIALOGUE 
 

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 

By day and night he shines for all to see. 

Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 

that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 

God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 

so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

Jesus is the light of the world. 

Jesus is the light of our lives. 

Sing to God a new song! 

A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 
  

OPENING PRAYER 
 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
 

Let us pray.  
 

Gracious God of heaven and earth, you have thrown a lifeline to us in our darkness – a 

beam of light that shines through Jesus. Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn of 

all creation. Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life. Fill us with the wonder and 

joy of his presence in the world and in our hearts. Amen 
 

CAROL:              ‘It Came Upon a Midnight Clear’ – ELW 282 
  

WORD ~ God speaks to us in scripture reading and song.    
 

READING: Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18 – Creation (New American Bible – Revised Edition) 
 
1 In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth— 2 and the earth was without 

form or shape, with darkness over the abyss and a mighty wind sweeping over the waters— 
 
3 Then God said: Let there be light, and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good. God 

then separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he 

called “night.” Evening came, and morning followed—the first day.  
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14 Then God said: Let there be lights in the dome of the sky, to separate day from night. Let 

them mark the seasons, the days and the years, 15 and serve as lights in the dome of the sky, to 

illuminate the earth. And so, it happened: 16 God made the two great lights, the greater one to 

govern the day, and the lesser one to govern the night, and the stars. 17 God set them in the dome 

of the sky, to illuminate the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate the light 

from the darkness. God saw that it was good. 
 

CAROL:                    ‘Joy to the World’ – ELW 267 
 

READING: Luke 1:26-35, 38 – The Annunciation (The Passion Translation) 
 
26–27 During the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, the angel Gabriel was sent from God’s 

presence to an unmarried girl named Mary, living in Nazareth, a village in Galilee. She was 

engaged to a man named Joseph, a true descendant of King David. 28 Gabriel appeared to her 

and said, “Grace to you, young woman, for the Lord is with you and so you are anointed with 

great favor.” 
 
29 Mary was deeply troubled over the words of the angel and bewildered over what this may 

mean for her. 30 But the angel reassured her, saying, “Do not yield to your fear, Mary, for the 

Lord has found delight in you and has chosen to surprise you with a wonderful gift. 31 You will 

become pregnant with a baby boy, and you are to name him Jesus. 32 He will be supreme and 

will be known as the Son of the Highest. And the Lord God will enthrone him as King on his 

ancestor David’s throne. 33 He will reign as King of Israel forever, and his reign will have no 

limit.” 
 
34 Mary said, “But how could this happen? I am still a virgin!” 
 
35 Gabriel answered, “The Spirit of Holiness will fall upon you and almighty God will spread 

his shadow of power over you in a cloud of glory! This is why the child born to you will be 

holy, and he will be called the Son of God. 
 
38 Then Mary responded, saying, “This is amazing! I will be a mother for the Lord! As his 

servant, I accept whatever he has for me. May everything you have told me come to pass.” And 

the angel left her. 
 

CAROL:                            ‘Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming’ – ELW 272 
 

READING: Matthew 1:18-25 – The Birth of Jesus the Messiah (Evangelical Heritage Version) 
 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. His mother, Mary, was pledged in marriage to 

Joseph. Before they came together, she was found to be with child by the Holy Spirit. 19 Joseph, 

her husband, was a righteous man and did not want to disgrace her. So, he decided to divorce 

her privately. 20 But as he was considering these things, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared 

to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 
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wife, because the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, 

and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 
 
22 All this happened to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23 “Look, the 

virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son. And they will name him Immanuel,” which 

means, “God with us.” 
 
24 When Joseph woke up from his sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him. 

He took Mary home as his wife, 25 but he was not intimate with her until she gave birth to her 

firstborn son. And he named him Jesus. 
 

CAROL:           ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’ – ELW 279 
 

READING: Luke 2:8-14 – The Shepherds and the Angels (The Voice) 
 
8 Nearby, in the fields outside of Bethlehem, a group of shepherds were guarding their 

flocks from predators in the darkness of night. 9 Suddenly a messenger of the Lord stood in front 

of them, and the darkness was replaced by a glorious light—the shining light of God’s glory. 

They were terrified! 
 
10 Don’t be afraid! Listen! I bring good news, news of great joy, news that will affect all people 

everywhere. 11 Today, in the city of David, a Liberator has been born for you! He is the 

promised Anointed One, the Supreme Authority! 12 You will know you have found him when 

you see a baby, wrapped in a blanket, lying in a feeding trough. 
 
13 At that moment, the first heavenly messenger was joined by thousands of other messengers—

a vast heavenly choir. They praised God. 
14 To the highest heights of the universe, glory to God! 

And on earth, peace among all people who bring pleasure to God! 
 

CAROL:                ‘Angels We Have Heard on High’ – ELW 289 
 

READING: Matthew 2:1-6, 9-11 – The Visit of the Magi (The Living Bible) 
 
1 Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem, in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. 
 

At about that time, some astrologers from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, 2 “Where 

is the newborn King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in far-off eastern lands and have 

come to worship him.” 
 
3 King Herod was deeply disturbed by their question, and all Jerusalem was filled with 

rumors. 4 He called a meeting of the Jewish religious leaders. 
 

“Did the prophets tell us where the Messiah would be born?” he asked. 
 
5 “Yes, in Bethlehem,” they said, “for this is what the prophet Micah wrote: 
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6 ‘O little town of Bethlehem, you are not just an unimportant Judean village, for a Governor 

shall rise from you to rule my people Israel.’” 
 
9 After this interview the astrologers started out again. And look! The star appeared to them 

again, standing over Bethlehem. 10 Their joy knew no bounds! 
 
11 Entering the house where the baby and Mary, his mother, were, they threw themselves down 

before him, worshiping. Then they opened their presents and gave him gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh. 
 

CAROL:                    ‘The First Noel’ – ELW 300 
 

READING: John 1:1-14 – The Word Became Flesh (International Children’s Bible) 
 
1 Before the world began, there was the Word. The Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 All things were made through him. Nothing was 

made without him. 4 In him there was life. That life was light for the people of the world. 5 The 

Light shines in the darkness. And the darkness has not overpowered the Light. 
 
6 There was a man named John, who was sent by God. 7 He came to tell people about the Light. 

Through him all people could hear about the Light and believe. 8 John was not the Light, but he 

came to tell people about the Light. 9 The true Light was coming into the world. The true Light 

gives light to all. 
 
10 The Word was in the world. The world was made through him, but the world did not know 

him. 11 He came to the world that was his own. But his own people did not accept him. 12 But 

some people did accept him. They believed in him. To them he gave the right to become 

children of God. 13 They did not become his children in the human way. They were not born 

because of the desire or wish of some man. They were born of God. 
 
14 The Word became a man and lived among us. We saw his glory—the glory that belongs to the 

only Son of the Father. The Word was full of grace and truth. 
 

CAROL:                      ‘Hark! The Herald Angels Sing’ – ELW 270 
  

RESPONSIVE PRAYER 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Blessed are you, Prince of peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice. 

Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 

Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity. 

Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day. 

Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 

Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear your light to all the world. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen 
  

CAROL:                     ‘Love Has Come’ – ELW 292 
 

SENDING ~ God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.   
 

BLESSING 
 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, 

the obedience of Joseph, 

the joy of the angels, 

the eagerness of the shepherds, 

the determination of the magi, 

and the peace of the Christ child. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen 
  

CLOSING CAROL:              ‘Good Christian Friends, Rejoice’ – ELW 288 
 

DISMISSAL  
 

Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus. We will. Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE                                ‘Good Christian Friends Rejoice’                  arr. Hugh Livingston, Jr. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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2919 Miccosukee Road, Tallahassee, FL 32308 

www.gracelutheran.faith 
  

MINISTERS: All the people of God 

PASTOR: The Rev. Jennifer M. Kopacz ~ pastorjenn@rocketmail.com 

PASTOR’S CELL PHONE: 850-800-7197 

CHURCH OFFICE PHONE: 850-877-5423 

CHURCH OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: Lisa D. Rubin ~ graceluthch@earthlink.net 

READER: Nick Gandy 

MUSIC PROGRAM COORDINATOR: Leslie Heffner – heffnerl@gmail.com 

ORGANIST / PIANIST: Johnny Shaw, IV 

USHERS: Bob Becker, George Ohlin, Frank Piepmeier 

A/V MANAGER: Leslie Heffner 
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed from December 25 – January 3.  However, we will be 

checking email (graceluthch@earthlink.net) and voicemail (850-877-5423) on a regular basis. If you 

are in need of pastoral care during this time, please contact Pastor Jenn on her cell at 850-800-7197.  

 

WE DO RELY ON YOUR CONTINUED BENEVOLENCE during this time, and we give thanks 

for your ongoing stewardship. On that note, please know that our 2021 Contribution Envelope 

Numbers have been reassigned, effective January 1st. The new envelopes will be distributed this month. 

If you haven’t yet picked yours up, they are being sent via the USPS. Please note that your envelope 

number may have changed. To avoid accounting errors, it is important that you do not use the 2021 

envelopes until after January 1st. It is also helpful to write your name on your contribution envelope to 

ensure that your donation is credited properly. 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY. Copies are available for purchase for $6. If interested, please contact Mary 

Grant at grantmlcic@hotmail.com or 609-602-0155. 

 

SHUTTERFLY STOREFRONT FUNDRAISER. Shop the Shutterfly collection, a partnership 

created between Shutterfly and Lifetouch, that includes photo books, gifts, premium stationery, 

keepsakes, home décor and so much more. For every purchase made, Shutterfly will donate 8% of the 

proceeds to Grace.  

 

Visit our Shutterfly Storefront at: http://gracelutheran32308.shutterflystorefront.com/. If you have any 

questions, contact Mary Grant, (609) 602-0155 or grantmlcic@hotmail.com. 

 

PLEASE SUBMIT ALL ITEMS FOR GRACE NOTES BY the 20th of the month prior to the 

publication month. If you have a topic to share, send it to Grace Notes Editor, Nick Gandy, at 

ngandyman@yahoo.com. 

mailto:pastorjenn@rocketmail.com
mailto:graceluthch@earthlink.net
mailto:heffnerl@gmail.com
mailto:graceluthch@earthlink.net
mailto:grantmlcic@hotmail.com
http://gracelutheran32308.shutterflystorefront.com/
mailto:grantmlcic@hotmail.com
mailto:ngandyman@yahoo.com
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PIANO CONCERT: Join Grace Lutheran’s pianist, Johnny Shaw and guest pianist Leonidas 

Lagrimas for an evening of classical piano music on Friday, January 8, at 7:30 p.m. The same safety 

procedures used for worship will be in place. RSVP will be required and the link to register will be 

available on our website after Christmas. An additional concert may be held January 9, depending upon 

demand. 

 

DEADLINE CHANGE FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS: The deadline for December/early January 

announcements was December 15. The weekly Tuesday morning deadlines will resume after the 

Christmas-New Year Holidays on January 5. Please email the announcements to Lisa Rubin in the 

church office at graceluthch@earthlink.net. 

 

SAVE THESE DATES! The following Fellowship activities have been tentatively scheduled for the 

New Year. Please mark your calendar and share any other ideas with Fellowship Committee Chair, 

Mary Grant, at grantmlic@hotmail.com. 

 

February 7: Chili Cook-off / Super Bowl Party 

February 14: Valentine’s Day Spaghetti Supper 

Mardi Gras Party TBA: - (Ash Wednesday is Feb. 17) 

 

IF YOU HAVE A NEED - any kind of need (even just to talk) - or if you know someone else who 

does, please reach out for help. Many direct-service organizations are not open, but 211 has 

information and resources for those who are in need at this time (just dial “211” from your phone). In 

addition, please let the church know. Pastor Jenn and our Church Council are here to listen and share, 

and maybe do a little of that of our own. We want to hear from you. And we promise that you will 

continue to hear from us. We are a community in Christ, and we are here to support, love and serve one 

another. Please let us know if you need anything. 

 

WE ARE STILL TAKING DONATIONS FOR MANNA ON MERIDIAN – and they are still 

supporting those in need in our community. If you wish to drop off tuna, please do so by placing it in 

the plastic bin outside the door to the church office. You can do that any time. If you prefer, you may 

also support Manna by sending a monetary donation through the mail to us. Simply make the check out 

to Grace Lutheran Church and be sure to put "Manna" in the memo line, and we'll make certain your 

donation gets to them. Please note that due to COVID-19, clothing donations for Manna are not 

being accepted until further notice. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:graceluthch@earthlink.net
mailto:grantmlic@hotmail.com
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 
This week at Grace, please remember in prayer: 

 

Anuj and his housemates and co-workers; Sam; Christian; Kris Albers; Karen Lasher; Dr. Susan 

Schneider; Anita Braun; Rochelle Steinlauf; Dan Poole, Irene Poole; Sallie Robinson, Kevin Robinson; 

Jackie Barksdale; Benny Dawkins; Misha (Joe) McRory; Maria Eckard; Susan Brafford, Beatriz 

Fernandez; Trevor Rogers; Jessica; Bridget; Jaxson; DJ; Sarah; John and Theresa Fenimore; Pastor 

Jenn and Rob; Rachel and Laura; Deonne and John; Gwen Carriere, and her caregiver-daughter, 

Rachel; Adrie Belcher, her daughters, Bailey & Paisley, and Adrie's half-brother, Jacob; the family of 

Tom McPherson, especially his wife, Janet, daughter, Peg, and brother, Kelly; the family of Gail 

Jeffrey; the Dinsmore family; the Chick family; the congregation of Middle Collegiate Church and 

Reverend Jacqui Lewis at the destruction of their sanctuary by fire; the people of Grace Lutheran 

Church and our Congregational Council; St. Stephen Lutheran Church and Pastor Tom Holdcraft; the 

Florida-Bahamas Synod and our Bishop, Pedro Suarez; the ELCA and our Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth 

Eaton.  

 

Please also lift up: 

 

All those suffering due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and all those working on vaccines and a cure; the 

homeless and the hungry; all first responders; military personnel and their families; healing and 

answers for all those with chronic pain, disease process or illness; all those whose needs are known 

only to God. 

 

If you would like to have someone included on the prayer list, please contact Lisa in the Church 

Office (graceluthch@earthlink.net or 850-877-5423), or our prayer team coordinators, Tina 

Frese - freset@comcast.net or Erik Robinson - robinsoe@flcourts.org. 

 

mailto:graceluthch@earthlink.net
mailto:freset@comcast.net
mailto:robinsoe@flcourts.org

