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Prayer Requests Thrivent Financial

There will be no public, in-person worship at Grace Lutheran Church
through the end of April. This includes Sunday worship, Lenten
Wednesday evening prayer services as well as Palm Sunday and Easter
Sunday worship.

All social and educational events and activities are cancelled. This
includes Lenten soup suppers, fellowship hour, social events, Bible study,
choir rehearsals, concerts, etc.

Letter from The Pastor
Dear Family of God:
 
Grace to you and peace, from God our Creator and
from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen
 

Let me begin on a personal note by saying, I miss you. The church is not
the same without people coming and going, without folks dropping in to
say "hi", without our volunteers, coming to offer their time in service to
Grace. It is NOT the same leading worship while looking out into an empty
room.

Yet, this is what we are called to do in times like this, when our decisions
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have to be based on what is in the best interest of the community -
whether that be the community of faith here at Grace, or the larger
community.
 
Yet, whether we are literally gathered together in one place, or gathered
together virtually through the gift of technology, we are still the family of
God at Grace Lutheran Church. That doesn't change. I want that to be at
the center of our thinking as you continue to read this message.
 
In light of the continued urging of local health experts, the CDC, our own
Synod and the ELCA, the Executive Committee of Grace Lutheran Church
has voted to extend the suspension of in-person worship services and
activities at Grace for the month of April. It is our hope that by May we'd be
able to resume in person worship. If the situation changes before then, and
we are able to gather sooner, we will do so joyfully.
 
We are aware that the month of April includes both Holy Week and Easter
Sunday. The Worship & Music Committee and I will be talking to discuss
how we can still honor these important days while we are not able to be
together. In addition, our plan when we are able to gather together again
for worship is to celebrate that Sunday as Easter Sunday.

This is an idea going around in many faith communities. It allows us to
look forward to the hope and joy of Easter, even in this time when the
uncertainty and lack of connection makes day to day life more difficult. 
 
For the time being, we will continue to provide worship online. As we did
last week, we'll try to have it up on Saturday evening (earlier this week, if
possible!) It turns out that part of the reason we had trouble uploading our
worship service this past weekend may have been that many, many
churches were attempting to do the same thing! A lot of pastors noted
problems with uploading. In the future, we will try to have everything
organized earlier so that the upload process will be smoother.

We are also hopeful that we may be able to offer a Zoom Bible Study
(Bible book TBA) on Wednesday evenings. If you are interested in this,
please call or email the office so that we can send you the meeting
information. And, if you are really missing Holden Evening Prayer, Saint
Armand's Key Lutheran Church in Sarasota is offering it online on
Wednesday evenings during Lent. Simply go to https://www.saklc.com/ for
more information - the worship booklet is available from them online.
 
Another issue we need to address is home and hospital visits. Currently,
many nursing homes and skilled nursing facilities are restricting visits. In
addition, many of the folks that I visit - even if they live at home - may
already be immune compromised. An in-person visit could be dangerous.
Therefore, for the time being, I will refrain from making in person home
visits unless the situation is dire.

I will, however, be making phone calls to all those who are home-bound to
check in on them. Right now, both of our local hospitals are allowing visits,
but only one person may visit at a time. Again, for everyone's health and
safety, I will only make in-person hospital visits in dire circumstances. But
if you let the church office know of any hospitalizations, you will be
contacted by phone as soon as possible.
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Finally, let me say this, as well: We do want to hear from you. Please let us
know what is helpful, and what else you might need. You are - every one
of you - in the prayers of the Executive Committee, the Council and Pastor
Jenn. If you need anything, please contact the church office at 877-5423 or
Pastor Jenn on her cell (Need the number? Call the church office.
Thanks!).

May the peace of God which passes all understanding, be with us all. 

Pastor Jenn & the Executive Committee of Grace Lutheran Church
 
Let us pray:
 
Good and gracious God, we're grateful that you never leave or
forsake us. And, we're grateful for the technology that helps us to
stay in touch with each other. Give us the strength to endure this
difficult season, and deepen our connection with you and your
people. Today, help us to remember that this time of social
distancing and isolation will not last forever. Empower us with an
extra dose of your love, peace, hope and joy. Remind us of your
promises, and please, be with those who are suffering, and bring
healing to our world. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen 

(adapted from a prayer from Pr. Becky Horn)
  

Update on Christ in Our Home - From Augsburg
Fortress

With the outbreaks of coronavirus disease 2019 in
North America and around the world many people
may be without a physical copy of Christ in Our
Home.

To assist with devotional life during this time, we
are offering a limited-time complementary email
subscription. Sign up and we will deliver the daily
devotional to your email at 5:00 a.m. Eastern time
for the remainder of April 2020.

From Grace:From Grace:

If you are still in need of a hard copy, please contact the church office.
Otherwise, we ask that you sign up for the email subscription. Once we
resume our regular worship schedule, you may pick up a hard copy here
at the church.

Here is the link to subscribe:  https://bit.ly/3dkybNR 

Easter Lilies UpdateEaster Lilies Update

Unfortunately, Easter Lilies aren't going to be
possible this year - however depending on when
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we celebrate Easter - hopefully sooner than later -
we might want to include spring flowers - like tulips
or another seasonal plant.

Additional information will be provided as we get
closer to that possibility.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
Karen Suchman at kks96577@gmail.com - or call
or text me at 727- 215-3546.

Manna on Meridian Goes On

On Saturday, March 21, Manna on
Meridian went on as scheduled with
distribution modifications. Volunteers
served 135 individuals as they drove up
and groceries were placed in their trunks.

Manna will continue to distribute food on
the third Saturday of the month, April 18,
in the same manner. The continued support of this most important, is
crucial, especially in these trying times.

CONTINUE WITH LITTLE THINGS TO SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY

Grace Lutheran Church collects Boxtops for Education. Those little
coupons on cereal boxes and soup cans are collected for Aucilla Christian
Academy. Please place them in the red box on the table in the Fellowship
Hall. If you have any questions see Abi Hudson.

Since the program started in 1996, over $900 million have been collected
for school supplies in classrooms around the country

Grace Lutheran Church is known as the "Tuna
Church" for Manna on Meridian. This requires
400 cans monthly! Please place tuna in the
basket in the Fellowship Hall. Monetary donations
should be made out to Grace Lutheran Church
with Manna on Meridian written on the memo line

and placed in the offering basket or mailed to the church.

To volunteer for the third Saturday of the month distribution date at Faith
Presbyterian Church, please contact Kris-Tena Albers (850) 566-3635 or
kris.albers@yahoo.com or Burt Von Hoff (850) 508-7793 or
bkvonhoff@comcast.net
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Grace Lutheran Church collects Pull Tabs from Cans. Pry those pull
tabs from your beverage cans and other canned goods, like vegetables
and pet food and bring them to church. There's a drop off box in the
Fellowship Hall to be given to the Ronald McDonald House.

Although the whole aluminum can is valuable, the tab is cleaner and
smaller, making it easier to collect in large quantities than whole cans. The
tab of a standard soda can is made of high quality, high-grade aluminum. 
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Urban Ewald

April 3
Robert Kopacz

April 6
Jon Ahllquist, Lee Fish

April 7
Robert Allen, Dean Gatzlaff

April 9
Sarah Campbell

April 10
Trevor Swartzman

April 14
Erik Robinson, Carol Schroeder

April 20
Janice Peterson

April 21
Jonathan Tice

April 22
Scott Whittle

April 23
Leslie Heffner

April 25
Matthias Ewald, Jim Nelsen

April 28
Sharon Oeltjen

April 29April 29
Jeremy Monda

April 30April 30
Alicia Ransdell

Save the Date - GLC 737 Party
The 737 Party has been rescheduled for to Saturday, Nov. 7.

Have a topic to share for April, 2020 Grace Notes?
Feel free to send me, Nick Gandy, an email at
ngandyman@yahoo.com. You can also catch me
after the late service in the Fellowship Hall. See
you next month!


