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Prayer Requests Thrivent Financial

There will be no on-site worship, Bible classes, social or
fellowship activities, etc., at Grace until further notice.

Sunday Worship services are posted on Saturday at 5:00 p.m. Go
to https://www.gracelutheran.faith/ and click on a link in the green
box on the home page. This link will take you to a recorded worship
service, at Grace, led by Pastor Jenn. It includes the weekly texts, as
well as a homily. 
 
While Pastor Jenn and Lisa Rubin will be in the office during the week,
members are still being asked not to visit the church office but to
continue to call or email instead during this time.

Letter from The Pastor
Greetings to you, Family of God! I so hope that
this message finds you, and all those that you
love, doing well.

I miss you.

I pray for you.

And I worry about you.



Because I cannot see you, face to face.

Because all of you are missing, which means I don’t know if any of
you are in need of something. I can’t see who is not present and
follow up with you. Because none of you are present.

Because I know that right now, anxiety and loneliness and pent up
energy, and boredom, and uncertainty, and grief are getting harder to
deal with. That at some point, staring at the same four walls
becomes too much. That at some point, this loss of control can make
these feelings worse, can make us extremely restless. And because
some of us were probably already feeling some of these things
before Covid-19 became part of our reality.

Because I’m your pastor, and I care about you and – despite the fact
that I know it is necessary – I feel very isolated from you. Especially
in these Sundays of Easter, Pentecost and Holy Trinity, when there
is so much to celebrate.

I am aware that many of you care about each other, as well. Some of you
are actually family – related to one another. Others are connected as
Children of God, as members of this community of faith. And I know that
you are checking in one another. I am so grateful for that, for the love and
compassion that exist in this place, and among the people here.

It is my heartfelt hope that, if you talk to someone from Grace who seems
to be struggling or in need of something, or just needs to be added to our
prayer list, you would contact the church office and let us know. If you have
an immediate concern, please don’t hesitate to contact me on my cell
phone – 850-800-7197. And I mean that, 24/7 – anytime, day or night. And
if you are the one struggling, I encourage you to reach out, as well.

As of this moment, I am not aware of anyone from Grace that has been
definitively diagnosed with Covid-19. If you are aware of someone from our
church who has been diagnosed, please contact me, or ask that person to
contact me, so that we can add them to our prayer list and provide support
and assistance as needed.

And let me add that I’m equally interested in any GOOD news you have to
share. I know we’ve have some folks welcome grandchildren during this
time; some have recovered from medical issues. Share your joys with us,
as well, and we’ll pass them along!

We will get through this. It may not be easy – there have been difficult and
challenging moments already. But we are doing the right things. We are
remaining separate, for the sake of our health, and for health of others. We
are exercising precautions when we do have to be in public. We are
listening to the medical and epidemiological experts. We are taking an
abundance of caution in deciding how and when to resume our public
worship services, fellowshipping, and Christian education. We are
providing alternate ways to worship and study the Bible.

But, as Christians, as followers of Jesus, we also have the gifts of faith and
hope. As we read in the letter to the Hebrews: ‘[F]aith is the assurance of
things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.’ The reality is that we



cannot see the end of this yet. We do not know what tomorrow will bring.
We do not know how long we will have to take these precautions. And we
do not know what we’ll return to, what ‘normal’ will look like on the other
side of this.

But we do know that from the beginning, God has been faithful and
steadfast to those whom God has claimed as children. Noah and his
family; Abraham and Sarah; Moses and the Israelites. And through Jesus,
God has continued to reach out to all people – preaching, teaching,
healing, giving and restoring life. And ultimately, with his death on the
cross, offering all of us the hope of new life, eternal life, abundant life, with
God.

We find hope in our faith. Hope in the promises of God. Hope in our
baptism. Hope in the knowledge that God is with us in our suffering, our
separateness, our grief. Hope that this moment in time is not the end. We
will be reunited again as a community of faith in this life, and with the
communion of saints in the next life.

So yes, I miss you – and I would imagine you miss one another.

And I pray for you – as I hope you are praying for each other.

And I worry for you – during these odd and challenging days.

But this too will pass. It will not last forever. But while it does last, let us
remember that our hope does not come from us, from our doing. Our
hope, our faith, comes from God. And God is with us, all of us, now, and
forever.

Peace be with you,

Pastor Jenn

Let us pray:

We give you thanks, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear
Son, that you have graciously protected us today. We ask you to
forgive us all our sins, where we have done wrong, and graciously to
protect us now and always. Into your hands we commend ourselves;
our bodies, our souls and all that is ours. Let your holy angels be
with us, so that the wicked foe may have no power over us. Amen

  

Holy Trinity Sunday Service to Feature Special
Guest

This Sunday, June 7, we have the wonderful honor of
hearing from our Presiding Bishop, The Rev. Elizabeth
A. Eaton. She has provided a sermon for use in all
ELCA congregations for this Holy Trinity Sunday.

The service will still be held at Grace, with Pastor
Jenn presiding and Anthony Warrington playing the

organ. However Bishop Eaton will both read the Gospel lesson and



preach.
 
In accordance with a request from the Office of the Presiding Bishop, her
portion of the service will not be posted until Sunday. The recording will be
'spliced' into the service itself to make it seamless. However, if that is not
possible, there will be a link on the bottom of the page where you can
'click' to get to the Bishop's video.
 
On this Holy Trinity Sunday, when we celebrate both the distinctness and
the unity of God in three persons, her meaningful words will let us also
celebrate the distinctness of the world God created and our unity as the
Children of God.

June Update for Manna on Meridian
Volunteers

We do not anticipate needing volunteers
to help bag groceries or distribute food. A
smaller group of volunteers will distribute
groceries and produce to recipients in
their cars, on Saturday, June 20.

We will not offer the clothing closet or
hospitality table. If this changes we will let you know. Until we resume
normal activities, you can help support Manna through your prayers, tuna
and monetary donations.

A Creative Way to Connect over Bible Study

Pastor Jenn has also begun offering TexTalk via
Zoom. For the Saturday, June 6 session, from
10:00 - 11:30 a.m., the discussion will be the
lessons from Sunday, May 31.

Copy and Paste Saturday's Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87864105251?
pwd=RnFrRmtyWm5PYnhDdGZjdWxrZEFIdz09
 
Or go to Zoom.com and click Join Meeting with the following:
Meeting ID: 878 6410 5251
Password: 608451

If you plan to participate in one of these Zoom TexTalk events, please let
the church office know. There is a handout for the class that Pastor Jenn
will forward to you when she receives your RSVP.



Fresh New Looks Await Members of Grace

Rest assured, Grace members, when we return to our building, it will look
very nice! 

These are the improvements that have happened while you have been
away:

A new roof, trim and gutters installed
Outside of building soft washed and all sidewalks and retaining walls
pressure washed
Entry signs repaired, repainted and new logo added
Railings and side door painted
New benches added to outside cross area
All carpets, upstairs and main floor, cleaned and sanitized
All tile floors stripped and waxed
Kitchen and bathrooms cleaned and sanitized

Thanks to all who helped with these projects!

A big “shout out” go to Pastor Jenn and Denise Wetzel who have
orchestrated the weekly on-line worship. They have spent many, many
hours working together to accomplish this task. Denise has put in many
hours updating the website almost daily, to keep up with this. 

Also, a very big thank you to Anthony Warrington and Leslie Heffner for
continuing to bless us with the gift of music. We appreciate both their
talent and their willingness to find ways to work with Pastor and Denise to
make sure it continues to be a part of our worship services.

An Update from Lutheran Social
Services

Dear Friends of Lutheran Social Services
of North Florida,

In January, Lutheran Social Services welcomed our new Executive
Director, Dorothy Hinkle. Dottie, as she likes to be called, has a varied
background with business and social service experience. Working for
many years in Tallahassee with Elder Care Services and Area Agency on
Aging for North Florida, she has a passion for social justice. 

In February, LSSNF officially became a Recognized Service Organization
with the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod to complement our previous
recognition by the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America. These



relationships bring important connections with both denominations and
opportunities for support as we grow the organization here in
Tallahassee. So far this year we have received a grant for the CRTA
program from ELCA and one for the KidSafe Program from Lutherans in
Medical Mission, an affiliate of LCMS.

And then there was March! We were working to make our annual
fundraiser with Young Actors’ Theatre a big success and a fun event to
celebrate all the good things that were happening, when the COVID19
pandemic stopped everything in its tracks. The Young Actors’ Theatre
production was cancelled and we are still trying to reschedule a new date
for the fundraiser. Everything is tenuous right now so we are learning
patience and will let you know as soon as we have a new date. We are
extremely grateful for those who supported us as underwriters for that
event and those who purchased tickets.

Due to the pandemic and the stay-at-home directives, we had to close the
office in late March. Several employees were in high risk groups and our
procedures were far from contact-free. However, we were able to distribute
over 20 refurbished computers to a Title I elementary school to help their
students continue learning remotely. 

Of course, our Better Angels affordable elder apartment program
continues with nine apartments rented and we are grateful to be able to
provide this safe housing situation for elders who have prevailed through
many difficulties in their lives. Ms. Henderson and Dottie Hinkle are
working remotely but stop by several times a week to check on the
residents, keep up with mail and other business matters.

Working on instituting social distancing, sanitization, and contact-free
delivery of services, we hope to phase in a resumption of services,
particularly the Computer Refurbishing Program. Computer access has
become even more important as we all develop strategies that minimize
physical contact while maintaining social and employment connections. 
We know all this is possible because it is what we are called to do. Your
spiritual support sustains us as we move forward in our mission to provide
services that address the unmet needs of our socio-economically
disadvantaged neighbors.

The Board and staff of Lutheran Social Services of North Florida, Inc

For more information, contact Dottie Hinkle at dorothyhinkle@lssnf.org

CONTINUE WITH LITTLE THINGS TO SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY

Grace Lutheran Church collects Boxtops for Education. Those little
coupons on cereal boxes and soup cans are collected for Aucilla Christian
Academy. We ask that you keep your collection going at home until such
time as we are able to worship together again in person. If you have any



questions contact Abi Hudson.

Since the program started in 1996, over $900 million have been collected
for school supplies in classrooms around the country

Grace Lutheran Church is known as the "Tuna
Church" for Manna on Meridian.

Even during the "Stay at Home," time, Grace
Lutheran continues to support this effort as over
200 cans of tuna were collected for the April

distribution. Members have been diligent to bring cans of tuna to the
church to leave them outside of the office. Monetary donations should be
made out to Grace Lutheran Church with Manna on Meridian written on
the memo line and mailed to the church. Clothing donations are no longer
being accepted until further notice.

To volunteer for the third Saturday of the month distribution date at Faith
Presbyterian Church, please contact Kris-Tena Albers (850) 566-3635 or
kris.albers@yahoo.com or Burt Von Hoff (850) 508-7793 or
bkvonhoff@comcast.net

Grace Lutheran Church collects Pull Tabs from
Cans. Pry those pull tabs from your beverage
cans and other canned goods, like vegetables and
pet food and bring them to church. We ask that
you keep your collection going at home until such
time as we are able to worship together again in
person. They will then be delivered to the Ronald
McDonald House.

June 1
Fannie Chinn

June 2
Ella Okerlund, Burt Von Hoff

June 3
Peggy Schneider

June 5
Kristi Swartzman

June 6
Irene Ranzinger

June 7
Nick Gandy

June 13
Brian Ewald

June 16
Olene Nelson

June 25
Daniel Pomidor

June 27
George Weeks

June 28
Heather Fasko McMillan

June 29
Sara Allen, Paul Schneider



June 11
Beville Vertuno

June 30
Shahla Pitts

A Prayer for the Time
O holy and mighty One, on this day we pause
to remember and celebrate the gift of creation,
the blessings of all that you have made. In this
pandemic, when we have entered into a time of
separation and isolation, help us to truly
examine the splendor of the world around us.
Help us to see ourselves as fearfully and
wonderfully made. Help us to recognize all the
ways we take the beauty of your creation -
including our own lives - for granted. 

Be with those who are suffering in any way. Be with those who are
confused about what to do in the midst of this pandemic. Be with those
who are sick or dying because of this virus - and with all those who love
them.

Be with those who are risking their own health and safety, who are
isolating from their families, who are working long, draining hours, all to
heal and protect patients, to research and develop cures, and to provide
caregivers with the things they need to do their jobs.

Be with those who are out of work, who are afraid of what the future holds,
who do not know how they will support themselves or their families. Be
with those we need you in any way.

We pray for a cure, we pray for healing, we pray for peace and hope and
patience while we wait. And we give thanks, that we know and experience
your presence in all of this.  

Amen.

During this time for us and for our community outreach
programs. Our expenses continue just as yours do
and your benevolence allows us to continue to
operate from day to day. We truly appreciate your
generosity. If you wish to give an offering to Grace, we
ask that you please send it through the mail. If you
need to bring it to the church, please slide it under the
door to the church office,

Have a topic to share for July, 2020 Grace Notes?
Feel free to send Nick Gandy an email at
ngandyman@yahoo.com. I look forward to seeing
you all again soon.




