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I have the honor to serve as President of Lutheran Social 

Services of North Florida this year, with the task of advancing 

LSSNF’s mission to address the unmet social service needs of 

the low-income residents in our community.  That happens 

when we are able to seize opportunities to develop, fund, 

implement, and administer programs targeting specific needs.  

At our recent Open House on September 27th Mrs. Mary 

Hafner, a founding and currently emeritus board member, 

reminded us of this mission to the underserved as she dedicated 
our renovated building to Pastor Bernhard Kurzweg, the founder of LSSNF.  Our 

Open House provided a time to reflect back to our founding in 1989 as well as time 

to plan and take a look forward as we, with an open servant’s heart, continue our 

commitment to our neighbors who are in real need in Tallahassee and the 

surrounding communities. 

 

At our Open House we showcased the newly renovated apartments for limited-

income senior citizens. We displayed our computer renovation program that allows 

many to access digital resources that would otherwise not be available. We also 

displayed our car seat program to help ensure that infants and toddlers travel safely 

in cars or vans.  Because our definition of community includes the counties 

surrounding Tallahassee, we hope that we can provide housing and other services 

for some of the individuals that have been affected by hurricane Michael.  Pastor 

Bernie would want us to consider expanding our programs, as new social service 

needs become evident.  We hope that you prayerfully consider joining us in that 

mission as we reach out to more churches, organizations, and members of our 

community for support, guidance and the grace that is friendship. 

     Barbara Ehlmann, LSSNF Board President 

 

 



 

 

  

2 

 Fall 2018 The Faithful Servant 

What we do, who we are 

Better Angels 

Senior 

Housing 

A special Thank You! to our friends and supporters:  The Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America • Capital City Bank Foundation • Wells Fargo Foundation • Merrill Lynch 

• Leon County / CHSP • Grace Lutheran Church • The Florida Georgia District of the LCMS • 

Lock’D Computer Solutions • The Earl Bacon Agency • St. Stephen Lutheran Church • 

University Lutheran Church and Student Center • The Estate of Christie Moore • Partners 

Bridging the Digital Divide • and many other thoughtful and generous businesses and 

individuals! 
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Committed to Keeping 

Kids Safe 
My name is Kristin Reshard and I am one of LSSNF’s 

newest Board Members. While I am a dedicated 

Christian, I am not a Lutheran.  So why would 

someone who is not a Lutheran want to serve on the 

Board of LSSNF and support its mission? The answer 

is simple; I am, and this fine Board is, committed to 

meeting the unmet needs of individuals, children, and 

families in North Florida.  

 

As a step-mother of two children and an expectant 

mother, I am deeply passionate about our KidSafe 

program, because, as a parent, keeping your children 

safe is the top priority. I would like to think that it was 

the compelling statistics like, “Child safety seats have 

been shown to reduce fatal injury by 71% for infants 

and by 54% for toddlers in passenger cars,” and that 

car accidents are the number one killer of children 

under 5 years of age that made me realize the 

importance of child passenger safety and the true 

tragedy that occurs when parents cannot afford to 

properly restrain their children, but it was not… 

 

The story that impacted my life the most was from a 

lady named Patricia.  Patricia showed me pictures of a 

car accident that she was in where her car was 

mangled and she was rushed to the hospital with 

broken bones.  What she said next made my heart 

break.  She told me her child was in the car with her.  

At that point, looking at the wreckage I could not 

even fix the words to ask, “What happened to your 

child, your baby?” Luckily for me my suspense was 

short lived.  She shared that, while she was in bad 

shape, her child was fine because it was properly 

secured in a car safety seat at the time of the accident. 

 

Doesn’t every parent deserve that same peace of 

mind?  Doesn’t every child deserve to travel safely? I 

think so and so do the other Board Members of 

LSSNF, and that is why we serve with real resolve, 

and as one heart, meeting the needs of our community 

one individual and family at a time.   

Fall 2018 
 

The Faithful Servant 

The Computer Refurbishing and Technical 

Assistance program distributes refurbished 

computers to low and extremely low-income 

individuals, families, veterans, and the disabled 

helping them cross the Digital Divide.  The 

CRTA program utilizes donated computers and 

student volunteers / interns. 
 

I am Beth McBride and am the Board Secretary for 

LSSNF and am a proud middle school teacher here in 

Tallahassee. I serve on the LSSNF Board because I am 

deeply committed to the children of our community. One 

way LSSNF directly helps my students is through our 

CRTA computer program. CRTA takes in older unused 

computer technology, reconditions it to Microsoft 

certification levels using student interns, and makes it 

available to families, students, the elderly, and many 

others who could not otherwise afford a new computer. 

This is a godsend in my eyes and allows these individuals 

and familes to become full participants in school, the 

workplace, and in our high tech world. This can make a 

real and lasting difference in the lives and futures of my 

students--Our students and Our neighbors. 

 

Not only can Johnny Doe now do his homework like his 

peers and research online, but Mom and Dad Doe can 

also use it to enhance their abilities and search online for 

jobs and other resources. This one acquisition has the 

possibility of changing a family’s fortunes and breaking 

the cycle of poverty so prevalent in a considerable 

portion of our community by bridging what is described 

as “The Digital Divide”.  LSSNF and the CRTA program 

are making a real and lasting difference in people’s lives. 

 

As I walked through the CRTA warehouse the other day, 

I saw four computers ready and waiting for pickup by 

families from my school. They had been referred through 

our school guidance department.  I didn’t know the 

student names, however, I did not need to know. Just 

knowing that within the week, four families would be 

computer owners was a joy to me. Multiply this feeling 

by the hundreds that go out LSSNF’s doors annually to 

serve and lift people up--Joy makes a difference too! 

The KidSafe program provides 
new, high-quality child safety 
seats to low-income families.  

These seats allow the family to 
safely and legally transport their 

child from birth to age 5. 



 

 

  

 

Remember to Join Us! 
December 1st and 2nd at John 
Wesley  

United  
Methodist  
Church for  
this year’s 

  

  

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

   
 

 
 
 

 
  

Save the Date! 

The Faithful Servant Fall 2018 

The Young Actor’s Theater will present a benefit performance of  

Mamma Mia! 
for the programs of LSSNF on the evening of Sunday, June 30th, 

2019. Please help Lutheran Social Services of North Florida by 

supporting this production.  Please join us before the show and 

during the intermission for refreshments and camaraderie!   
For more information about purchasing tickets or underwriting 

this production, please call (850) 575-4309 or email 
info@lssnf.org  

Ticket Price For This Show 
$20.00 per person, all seating 

(includes show and refreshments) 
 

Underwriting Support Levels 

Bronze:  $100 

Silver:  $250 

Gold:  $500 

Platinum:  $1,000 


